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IRTERVIEWS

(MATERIAL RECEIVEZD FROM THE ppd INFORMATION ANDHISTORICAL SERVICE--3 JAN L5)

Attack on G and I Companies of the 16th Infantry Regt. During the
Bgtile of AAchen. '

SIZGPRIED LINE, 1st Bn, 16th Inf(lst Inf, Div.) Action at Muensterbuskh.
15-22 Sept LU

Pembtration of the Siesfried Line by the 16th Inf. Regt,
Compeny Reid near fSkk=mgh Gilrath, Germany. L Co., 115th Iﬂf;vigh

SIEGFRIED LINE., 9th Div., 39th Regt., lst Bn. 13 Sept. - 26 Oct. Uk, rmi-

_-_'1"-'--'_'_'

SIEGERIED LINE. " J " B Co. Gl

Battle of Aachen--18th Inf., Rezt.

Experiences of two American prisoners of war held in Aachen, Bermany, —
1106th Engineer Group Sowth of Aachen

The Fall of Aschka

Evacuation of Civilian from Aachen

Bat le of Aachen 39 ,Zq 53 f?./‘c'f_
ey L Fl.. 7. AT |
Journal for 34 Bn., 18th Inf, for Cect. —

Clearing Area South of the Rail Road Tracks.

Reduction of Brast.. Stotiomed of Lt, Cold. Wm. Wittle, G-3, 29th Div.,
siven to Capt. Ferriss on 25 Sepnt. 104k, -

Gethemo, France. Auvg. lﬁuh

gth Inf Div.. O July 184l: Brig. Gen., Nelson M, Walker and
Co. "EY 1P1lst Inf, Het.

SISCFRIED LINE. 1st. Bn, 39 Regt., Co. "A"
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lst Inf Div
Battle of Aachen
8-22 Oct 44

An assortment of interviews on slow and bitter fighting, principally by
one regiment. A fairly full story of operations down to battalion, with :on-

siderable detail of small unit combat. Descriptions of conditions in the city.
Overlays and maps.

Narratives, based on numerous interviews:

16th Inf Regt 7 pages S
18th Inf Regt 42 pages B\ 34
Interviews Pages ."-.1_"
VII Corps G=3 & others 6
Co B, 634th TD Bn Group 7
Co B, 745th Tk Bn Group 2
1106th Engr Group Group 6
Co F, 33d Armd Regt CO 2
3d Bn 33 AR, 3 Armd Div Co, Bx O 4

JUTANT Gﬂ_ B.M-E

¥

;



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

=5 g
oL Qe S AW

ﬁuring thnnigm af 14-15 Oct the mortar CP of G Co was located :Ln the
 basenent of a 'We_vminiw (489447)+ It was belng guarded by two men, was an
extresely dark night, and, in addition, the Luftwaffe wns overhead makdng
hearing very diffiealt,

At shout 2200 an enery assault Engr Flat of labm LO sen infiltrated thru

the open left [lank of & Co. They surrounded Lhe house, killed one of the
puards and wounded the gther, the labter was still able to make his way to the
house and alert the others, |

The enery then pluced a pole charge against the heuse, which had walls !
almost two feet “t};iak_# The charge blew about halfl the house down, me
then entered what was left of the house, strildng matches to see their way
around, They then set up tw E of the house shd gns about

e — E=
A R
[

50 yards to the resr, o pY- |

I the meantime the men in the cellar were still in contact with € Co
CP, The latter ordered them to go up stairs and drive the enemy out uith
their carbines and pistols. After recovering from the shock of the explosion
the men went upstairs and drove Lhe enery out of the Mﬁms sti1) intact,

About Oet three squads from € Co were In posilion Lo atisek the
house and surrounding pesitions, They velled to the men in the house nst te
shoot, then rushed it, driving the enemy out,

In the meantire they had been out of contact with the 2¢d and 3d plaboons
on the line as the enemy had cut the wires. Comtact was reestablished by
'patrol, and it was learned that they had both been attasked about midnight,
The enemy infarmtry had been driven off by mortar and artillery Tirve, M&

o600 the 1t platoon was moved up behind the pap between the 2d and 3d platoons,
(See sketeh) 7
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W five tanks remgined in front of the left flank of the left rlatoon,
three in front of the r:l.ght. flank of t.ha sane platmn and three more in front
of the right platoon. er of the tanks were Shermans, one of which still had
the insignia of the 5th Armd Div on it, The ofhers were lavk VI's, About
050C aprroximately one Company attacked the right platoon of G Co. Coming
thru the woods they reached the position about 0800, Friendly mmw, .mrt-ar
and small arms fire was placed on them slowing them up, Some were killed
within 15 fect of the Moxholes and a few right over the holes.

'Sm w;uld come walking in‘m G Company's positions, while others crawled,
The forrmer m killed by rifle and pistol fire while the latier were killed
with hand grenades., FP'47's strafed the enemy for shout a mile., The situstion
_elw up about noon,
| Mmhﬁu@b&f&ralﬂnhﬁWp@MWﬁmﬂEﬂmnm
and was attached Lo thu 2d m Iﬁ 3P Bo aumrt.ing weapons, other than those
whish sould be called Siweugh the 24 Ba. © Os hed one section of medium tenks,

one section of light tanks m one section of TD's (of which only one TD was
. effective)l I Co was divided inte only two platoons. The front covered by
these two companies m approximately 1,000 yards,

Between 0200 and OLCO at least tﬁn. tanks and one SP plus a mmy of
infantry were in front of the right platoon of I Co. ﬁﬁwh friendly artillery
and mortar fire was being laid on them, About 0200 the tanks and infentry
enveloped the pillbox between I Co platoons driving the friendly trooss out.
The eneny infan;t.ry then proceeded to oceupy the vacated foxholes and to other—
wise dig in, .

At the same time another attack of about Company strength developed
against the right flank of the third platoon of I Company, The attack was
definitely repelled, and practically all were killed by 60 mm mortar fire,
mﬁ grenacdes and small arms fire., I Co men were "draping them over the foxholes.”

e |
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The assault began over a ridge which ran parallel to their line sbout 20
yards to the front. | _

&%t about 0B55 an artillery cbserver reported four enemy té.nicuru inocked
out in fromt of the two companies, At about 0900 a TD fired 20 rounds zt the
two tanks and 87 in front of I Co,

et least one hit on the Sherman, and
causing all three to withdraw, The TD was hit in return

With the excertion of the enemy around the pillbox between t.hﬁ two ﬁl&hﬁm
of I Co this atback was well cleared wp by 1100 hours,

From noon £111 sbout 1500 both companies had a bresthing spell. it thu
latter hour a light and heavy artilligry --.-;-. —and-e y=a¥by) barrage started
falling, Tnaks (no. 2) to the left of the 24 plat of G Co shelled the B OF
knocking out the arty observer,

About, 1600 hours the attack awi 2 he snila,tmm of both ¢ & I

companies, ¥ithin hals mﬁﬁr t&&' Aeny had reached the position of the 34
platoon of G Co. Capt. Riuhmnd CO of I Co called for artillery fire on

our own rositions saying: "Put every gun you've got on 4t.," Approximately
four battalions of arty responded. The situstion was cleared up by nightfall,

About 1800 hours C Co spotied five trucks, ene half-track and four tanks
moving from CUINX to (896451) where they disappeared from view, Thst weuld
put them in the wooded area just to the fromt of I Co 3d platoon,

During the day (15 Oct) the enemy had employed at lesst two battalions of
infantry, Another battalion of infantry had been employed sgeinst the 1ith RCT,
part of which had struck G G.a, 16th RCT. In addition 14 tenks had been committed,
none of which had penetrsted the Arerican position,

I All during the day the enemy had kept steady pressure on this front sending
soall groups of men forward betweesn the large scale attacks, Three amell groups
of men (10-20) were killed or repulsed, (Communications were oul most of the

X : -3‘
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- About ISEIMMMG&, who had been using flares, saw & company of enemy
infantry moving thru the assembly area, (wooded arez to their front) accompanied
by two Sherran tar;ks They succeeded in "chasing out two squads®, of the

right flank of G Co and mcmiﬂg their positions. The left flank held fast..
The . tanks were 10 yards in front of the line, firing into the platm CFe

At 2200 hauru, It. Day, G Co Ex. Off. was sent to battalion headquarters
seeking help. He returned at 30 minutes after midnight with Co B, 26th RCT. One
plé,tﬂan was placed behind the lut platoon of G C.

The enem’ was using fresb troops with plenty of vigor. They came thru the
g_apbatwmthel’ﬂmhdﬁpmm of G C» They threw hand grenades at the TD
crew lmocking them out. A bagooks was fired st an American light temk knocking
out the suspension system, The ather light tank was booby trapped, There was

encugion
general®all over the C Co area. Habw knew vhatithe situation was because the

el L
-' ] j; mﬂ

About rr:binight the %ﬁﬁw around the pilibox between the two platoons of

enemy were ' in front a

I Ga, about 20 in number, moved in ard took the light tank in T Co's area which
thmr hi‘h with a bazooka. They killed the crew and got in their foxholes, They
dso placed 2 pole .aharga against the side of 3 TD. The tanks ané TD's were not

occupied at night,

it the sare Lime two fresh compenies of infantry struck I ﬂa. Theyr succeed-

ed in getting into the left flank platoon poisition and foxholes, During t.ha
night friendly arty was called on that pnrtian of 1 Co position which had been
overrun ramlting in LO ammy dead. Within an hour after daylight, 16 COct, the
eneny had bm driven out of the foxholes around the light tanks, and out of the
I Co 3d platoon position. One man from I Co went out by himself and killed
eight enemy, wounded three and captured five in the I Co positions, One Sgt
end four men armed with Tomny gvmﬁ eleaned the rest of the eneny out of Its
‘position and assisted in clearing the area of the 3d platoon of G Co. By 0900

== s
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the next morning the remnants ar. the sttacking force had ﬂithdram.ﬁ_

Hm, l!-u:# of the enemﬁr in the preceding attack had dug in =zmund the
pillbox and in front of I Co's position (see sketch). These rezained in their
holes till about 161030 Oct. |

By 160955 it was believed the tanks kx in front of G Co had pulled back
into the woods but 15-20 enemy were still in 3d platoon G Co rosition.

About 1030 hours the enemy dug in in front of I Co begsn attacking the right
flank of the 3d platoon (see sketch). They were supported by two tanks and one
SP gun which had moved to within 50 yards of the line and were firing directly
~into the positioms. The men attacked in groups of 10-15 with fixed Wﬁu
sbout every hzlf hour, Three attempts were made, 211 of which were repulsed,

In the peantime it was believed the enemy were preparing for an asttack.
L2 mortar fire was called for and it silenced the tanks snd the SP, broke up
the expected athtack, | : ;% |

) £ o~ rﬁaﬁﬁ
; 3 \.n

There was much bt {n thu Meﬁ area ’ea the front of

-c..

I Cos A 20 man stretcher tm mrked two hours evacuating the wounded, during
which time 60 mm and 4.2 mortar fire eantimzaﬁbofall About 1300 the enemy
came out with a large Red Cposs flag mﬂ friendly fire then came to a stop.

At about lélsmmlﬁntﬁﬁaamad fire wibh 60 mm mortars on the enemy
occupied portion of their position. For 30 minutes the barrage kept up. ib
1830, 14 mnifm the lst platoon and 11 from the 2d atbtacked with fixed bayonets
and hand grenades., They killed all the enemy they found but one who was taken
prisoner, It was just geﬁting dark and a few of trem may have escaved.

They then reoccupied the position,

I Co had been unable to get tanks for the purpeose of retaking the pillbox
mentioned above. Three.).2 mortars were attached to the company and Lhey "blasted
the shit out of everything." During the night mich movement of the eneny,
apparently to a withdrawal area 500-800 yards to the rear emﬁ be heard, But
those in position around the pill box remained.

-5
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About, 0800 hours on the morning of the mmaat-mmmm
attached to 1139;. At 1215, 2 45 minute barrage by the 4.2 mortars was begun,
It was laid lc»n ‘the pillbox and vieinity. All known q'pambly areas of the Wl
were covered by heavy artillery. The eneny were mm pulling back out &1’
the woods, " :

At 1300 the tanks and the 2d plat of I Co rebook the pillbox and the srea
200 yards dmpf in front of the company positim.llrw did not find a living
enemy. The sp was found knocked out with 14-15 m m around. 45-50 enemy

d#m'i were found around the holes they had dug, .m:i;y of them "blown to bits.®

That #ftamm & composite platoon from tho‘.'ﬁ battalion, 16;{.'}3 m
in and that night m#ed up and EM?’ the gap hﬂ.ﬁm the two platoons M‘I Coe
From then on these two comnenies had mo move trouble, other than the usual
mortar and artillery fire, | :

For 3'6 days from the 17th Sept. Iﬂa Mfef;%m Officer KIA, four E¥
KIA, 1 WIA and evacuated, 13 ?& dﬂ:\ and 36 combat exhaustion cases.

From the 13th Oct t%he %4 Nav G Eg had rm-m,:n.mmm, and two

Persons interviewed in connection with the foregoing account:

Capt, Kimball %, Richmend, CO, I Go. 16th Inf. Regt.
1st Lt. Eugene A Day, Ex, Off., G Co. 16th Inf. Regt.
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COMPANY

Hq Co 24 Bn
npn
wpn
"G

IHH

Hg Ce 2d Bn
wg
np
non
np

Report of Battle Casualties, Men Absent Sick, and
feplacements, leadouarters 2d Batt s 16th

1EMDOW # &5 EK 1 OFF
7 EY 27 BY 1 OFF
& EM 25 EM 1 OFF

6 EM KIA 57 Ei 2 OFF

2 EM DOW
1 EM KIA 23 EK 1 OFF
2 EM DOW

3 BX §) 0
L B 12 EM L B
10 EM 6 Ex 0
20 Ei 38 By 2 5y
8 EM L EX 0

a8k |
1 EM 5 EM

1 EM
4 EM 20 Ex
1 EM 5 EM

2 EM
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During the night of 14-15 Oct the rortar CP of G Co was locabed in the

‘basement of a house #iciﬂit.y (869&&'?) « it was being guarded by t,m men, was an
extremely dark night, and, in addition, the Luftw,ffe was averhw,mmg
hearing very difficult,

At sbout 2200 an enemy assault Engr Flat of sbout 4O men infilbrated thru
the open left flank of C Co. They surrounded the house, killed one af‘-ﬁhﬁ-

Wi

gua,rds and wounded the other, Ehe latwvlll able to make his wa.}r to the
house and alert the others.

The aﬁu-m- then placed a pole charge against the house, which had ﬁa}.la
almost two feet thick, The charge blew about half the house d::mn,:l’i‘he enemy =
then entered what was left of the house ’ striling matches to see their way

around, They then set wp two 1C'sj Bne|at

50 yards to the rear,

-= :‘*.b“‘

har of the house and one aboul

in fbfh#--mgantimo’:the men in the cellar were still in contact with G Con
CP. The latter ordersd them to go up stairs and drive the enemy out with
their carhina‘s and pistols. After recovering from the shock of the ;ifexplaai.m,
the men went upstairs and drove the enemy out of the three rooms still intact.

About 150400 Oct three sguacds from G Co were in position te attack the
'};ﬂusﬁ and surrounding positions., They jrelled to the men in ishﬁ*fiﬂﬂael not to
‘shoot, then rushed it, driving the &nemy out .

- the meantime they had been out of contact with the Zd and 3& platoons

on the line as the ercmy had cut the wires. Contact was 'i‘ﬁamm#hed by
patral, and it was learned that they had both been attacked absut midnigﬁt

The enemy mfant.ry haci been driven off by morbar and arti 1lery five. . m

0600 the 1st platoon was -mﬂved up behind the gap between the 2d and ﬁ ns .

. (Sﬂﬂ sketch)
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However, five tanks rmsmﬁ in front of the left flank of the lest rlatoon,
three in front of the right flank of the sare platoon and three mere in front
of the right platoon. Four of the tanks were Shermans, one of which still had
the insignia of the 5th Armd Div on it, The ofhers were lark VI's. Aboub

prroximately one ﬁmm atiacked the right plateon of G Co. Coming
t.m»ﬂm woods they resched the position about 0800, Friendly artillery, mortar
and small arms fire was placed on them,slowing them up, Some were ldlled
within 15 feét of the Woxholes and a few right ever the holes, o

Seme would come walking into G Company's positions, while sthers erawled,
The forner ware k11led by rifle and pistsl fire, while the latter were killed
with hand grenades, P',7's strafed the W for zbout a mile, The situation
clesred up about noon, |

u‘*P A
- 1..

whieh mmmmmnmmthﬂwm G Co had one section of mediun tenks,

one section aflig%tmkamﬁmmﬁmafﬁ*u (of which only one TD was

effective)l I Co was divided imto only two platoons, The fromt covered by

these two coxpanies was amammf 15000 yards,
MWmmmmwthmmdma SF plus & company of

infantyy were in front of the right platm of I Co., Huch friendly arbillery

and mortar fire was being laid on them, Abommthﬁtmkammw

enveloped the gmm between I Co sﬁ.ﬂms, driving the friendly tvosors out,

The enemy infantry then procsedsd to mw the vacated foxholes and to otherw =

wise dig in.

At Lhe same time Mhﬁrj attack of absut /Mw strength developed
against the right {lank of the third platm of I Company, 'The attack was
mumnm,mmimmmmmw 60 mm mortar fire,
and grenades and small arms fire, I Co men were "draping thmmmfaﬁmlw-

. e
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The auuuit b&g&n over a ridee which ran parallel to their line sbout 20
yards to the front.

At sbout .3855 an artillery observer reported Mm tankers knocked
out in fromt of the two companies, At about 0900 a TD fired 22 wounds ab the
two tanks and 8P in fronmt of I ﬂﬂ_-, scoring at least one hit on the Sherman, and
causing all three to withdraw, The TD was hit in return.

Hith the excertion of the enemy around the pillbox betwesn the twe rlatosns
of 1 Ca this attack was well eharuci up by 1100 haurh

Fron noon till about 1500 h@ﬂhh companies had = braathing spell, At the

latter hour a light and heavy artillery seebeid.
falling, Tﬂ@kﬂ (no. 2) to the left of the 2d plat of @ Co lhellec? the Bn OF,

r barrage started

knocking ‘out the arty ﬁbamar.
About 1600 hours the a.tta.ﬁk atartm:i on ths 3d ,plat.aana of both G & I

J

companies, Within half ar hour & f‘ M m ranﬁhuﬁ the position of the 3d

plateon a2 0 s, Gapt. ROkt 0O ¢F T Go called for artillery fire on

our own positions saying: "Put every gun you've got on it." Approximately
four battalions of arty resronded., The situstion was ¢leared up by nightfall,

About 1800 hours C Co spotied five trucks, one half-track and four tanks
moving from CUINX to (896451) where they dissppeared from view, That would
put them in the wooded area just to the front of I Cos3d platoon,

During the day (15 Oct) the enemy had employed at lesst two battalions of
infantry. Another battalion of infantry had been erployed against the 18th RCT,
part of which had struek G Ce, 16th RCT., In addition 1A tanks had been committed,
none of which had penetrated the American position.

All during the day the enemy had kept steady pressure on this front, sending
small groups of men forward between the large-scale attacks., Three small groups
of men (10-20) were killed or repulsed, (Communications were out most of the

day due to arty fire,) .
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mmmmaca,mmmmmm,mamwam
infantry moving thru the assembly area, (wooded area to their front) accompanied
by two sharmﬁtmh. Tﬁy succeeded in “MMM%MH, af the
right flank of G Co and occupying their positions. The left flank held fost.

- The tanks were 10 yards in fromt of the line, firing inte the platoon CF,

At 2200 hours, It. Day, G Co Ex. Off. was sent to battalion headqusrbers
seeking help. We returned at 30 zinutes after midnight with o B, Z&thﬁcf.m
platoon was placed behind the lst plm:-m of G Ce.

| The eneny was using fresh troops with p‘.lmt.y of vigore. They camne tshrﬂ"%hn
‘ gapbetnemthe zdm%plmmm afﬁﬂ'a. Th&y tmmmumm
erew, knockdng then m. A bazooks was .fimgt an American light tank,knocking
out th:“n:npmniun systems The dther tht.ltamk was booby trapred, There was
gem\l%.fﬁjl over the G Co area. Nobody knew vhat the situation was because the
enersy o in front and ancboti sifds ogyeRIE! |

About midnight the mi a:rpmz the pillbox but.mm the two platoons of
I Co, sbout 20 in musber, moved in and took the light tenk in I Co's area which
they hit with a bazooka. They killed the r:m and got in their foxholes., They
MMapalac!wmaimt the mn#:_;m.mmmmmmmt
occupled at night. . ..

it the same tipe t.m fresh compenies &f_;infanbry struck I Co. Ther succeed-
ed in getting into the left flank plaﬁmmhitm and foxholes, During the
night friendly arty wes called on that pm-tf;;m of I Co position vhich had been
overrun, resulting in L0 enemy dead. *i'iﬂ:in mhm after dayligit, 16 Oct, the
eneny had been driven out of the fmﬂmlagarm%he light ‘anks, and out of the
I Co 3d platoon position. ﬂnamhwiﬂamﬂt,byhimlrmmﬂ

a;i-ghb eneny , m+m-awna§twﬁiiwmtm1mmitim. One Sgt

end four men armed ﬁh*mmgwmelmdtherm::rthewm&lh

mitimm;aaistadinelaamxgthﬁamﬂftm%platmofﬂm_ﬂym
o ha )
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the next morning the remments of the attacking force had withdrawn, |

However, some of the enemy in the rreceding attack had dug in amuad the
pillbox and in fromt of I Cots position (see sketch)., These remained in their
holes ti1l about 161030 Oect. —

By 160955 it was believed the tm; iIn front of G Co had pulled hm
into the woods,but 15-20 enemy were still in 3d plateon G Co pesition,

Kbodt 30 Daws the somy dug 3 25 freit o T Co beghis Abketiing the riihe
flank of the 34 platoon (see sketch). They were supported by two tanks and one
SP gun which had moved o within 50 yards of the 1ife sd were firing direchly

into the positions, The men attacked In m: of 10=15 w:i.th Pixed boyohels
hout sy Balf hours Theee attasils S0 sade, a1l of whlsh waee sesleds
 In'the mesntize it was belleved the enecxy mmmefrepsring for sn stiack.
L2 mortar fire wae czlled fm';;ih silenced the tanks and the 5S¢, broke uwp
the expected attack,

There was much mosning Wl creant®y 63t ih th wooded area to the fromt of

== - g b 4TS =%
T i - - —l -

I Co, A 20-man stretcher tﬁ wﬂ%a& two hours evecnating the wounded, during
which time 60 mm and 4.2 mortar fire comtirued to fall, About 1300 the enemy
came out with s large Red Cross fl&g.;ﬁ'ierﬁly firﬂe then m

At sbout 161800 krs Oct G Co opened fire with 60 m: mortars on the enemy-
occupied portion of their position, For 30 minutes the barrsge kept up. it
1830, 14 men from the 1st rlatoon and 11 from the 2d atiacked with fixed bay -= L8

mnmdgm_ndea. They killed all the enemy they found but one, who was Luken

prisorner, It m Just . getiing dark and a i‘eﬁ of trhem may have escaped.
They then reoccupied the position. | _

I Co had been unzble to get tanks for the purpose of retaking the piilbox
mentioned above. Three /.2 mmra were attached to the company and they "blasted
tm\ﬂ(m of everything." Ihﬂ':i:ag the night much movemeni of the enamy,
spparently to a withdrawal area 500-80C yards to the rear, could be heard., Bui
those in position sround the pill box ey

-5 -
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= ey % i

MMMthmﬂthﬂmmmmﬁiamhmm
ﬂMﬂtﬂIﬁiﬁtlﬂj,akﬁ-ﬂmwwma&.z mrkm'smm
It was laﬁ m}ha pillbox and ?miﬁity. All m a.aumbly areas of the enewmy
were mﬂ-e& byws-n-tillary* MMMW pualling back aat Jf
the woods, '

Atlmtmta}nkﬁa!ﬂﬂwﬁ-}ﬂatnfi%MRthﬁpinmmfshaﬂm
WMﬂmmM¢tth¢wmﬁﬁm ‘I'Myﬁidmt.ﬁmialiﬁm
enemy, MSPmaMWMﬁth%lﬁmmam L5=50 enemy
Mmemwtmmlmthqhmdm,mnrﬁfthm“ﬂmhhﬁa.

i ; . Jr:". ;

From the 13th Oct to ajauwa cakm four 1y, mkmmm,mm
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COMPANY

Hq Co 24 Bn
HEH
nEn

nou

HHH

Hg Co 2d Bn
HE R
npn
nEn
M

Report of Battle Casualties, Men Absent Sick, and
Replacements, Headquarters 2d Battalion, 16th

Iﬂfﬂ.ﬂtw, A- Pt ol #1’ Ul S- Aw

1L Septenmber - 12 Qetober 194%

No. KIA No. Wounded  No. ABS SK
(NBC)
1LEMDOW % 5 EY 1 OFF 3 EK
7 EM 27 EM 1 OFF L BM
6EM 25 EM 1 OFF 10 EM
6 EM KIA 57 B 2 OFF 20 EM
2 EM DOW
1EM KIA 23 EM 1 OFF 8 EM
2 EM DOW
13 October - 3 November 1940
8 EM
1 EM 5 EM
1 EM
), EM 20 EX
1 BY 5 EM

No. Replace-
ments

12 BEM

6 Ex

38 EM

L EM
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2° InFow Hist Sy,

AtMWWM&mWﬁmMarm,wtam |
HENAI CHAFFELL and the high ground surrounding it. Noved out with the "Enve
AACHEN road as the boundary between "A" Co on the left snd »on Co on the pight
deployed two platoons abreast, "B" Co was following "C" (o,

Une platoon of mediun tanks was following “ﬁ“mﬂaplﬂwnaflimtm.m
following "C", The tanks were moving across country, Two TD's were supporting
each platoon of tanks, | ‘ |

The Bn arrived in the vieinity of WENEY CHAPFELL by 1800 and went into defensive
~ positions there,

On the 12th Sept. the I and R platoon was riven the sission of preceding
the 1st En from HENEI CHAFFELIE into the woods :I.n t.he ﬁziaity of #m (82-38)

Just :lmida the old German borde . a\l2] A

They used trails mﬂ';th&afmm because the latter were frecuently under I '
observation by the enemy who hed them geroed in, Their mission was to find pos- |
sible routes of advance for the troops that folilowed .

In the viecinity of (799356) they were fired on by seven rounds of what
appeared to be anm iA battery, No mmuqin were Inflicted, but the jeeps were

The platoon then ecircled to the left of the point where they had been shelled |
and dismounted vieinity (E17366). Sgb. Stockwell and four obher EN moved sbout s |
mdle north to (818372) observing two enesy tanks, They then made contaet wmith
the Ist Un about 1530 hours. ;

The same day the lst Bn still leading the 16th Regh moved oub with the '
dbjective of taking the high ground in the vieinity (8232), Were deplsyed the
same as the preceding day until they resched s roint in the vielaity of ( ?Mﬁ?} ]

where they left the road and moved across country to RJ (7933603, They then fajl;gmf{:

4
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the road thru HERGENRATH, turning north to BJ (801373), turning right across the
RR tracks across country to their objective, arriving about 2000 hrs. (See over—
lay) The 1lst Bn had crossed the German border vicinity (812377) by 1630,

They encountered small pockets of resistance, most of which was along the
HERVE AACHEN road, ¥hile going into position "A" Co overram an 88w flok
battery of four guns, | _

At 2100 hrs "A" Co was comterattacked on its fromt and left flank by a
company of sbout €0 men. The enemy marched right into machine gun fire and
were "mowed down"., The attack followed a "tremendous artillery barrage,” which
began again and continued all night long and into the next morning,

At 0830 the same day (12 Sept) the 3d Bn was assembling in square (7229).
Voved out colwm of companies, I @Gompany was *ha the lead ridimg on one platoon
mediun tanlm, one platoon light tanks. mfl m platoon of TD's, plus one
Platoon heavy machine gunsy ‘Eahiﬂ G &% oune the Bn AT platm of three 57mn
towed AT guns, Then cane™™ Co and the jeeps, followed by "L¥ m "E" Cos,
each mounted on five 2 1/2 ton (kitchen) trucks,

From LANTZEN they followed the rosd northesst of RJ (7§93&6) where "I" Co
turned right going to ZYNATTEN where they spent the night, The rest of the 'n
noved toward HAUSET where "K" and L1 Cos dismounted vieinity (8235), "™ went
into positions vieinity (822352) while "L" Co continued mﬂpum to vicinity
(8303¢60). B

The Bn had a culet night except that Corps' artillery nmm s barrage on
"I" Co area, wounding elght men from “I" Co, killing two md mmiﬂ.g two from
"4 Co and wounding one from Hddts Co.

In the meantime the 2d En had moved to vieinity (784338) ﬁhers‘«thay spent
the night without incident., _ : i{“‘:

On the 13th Sept. the I and R platoon remained in the vimiiyv{rm op

near HAUSET, almning and repairing equipment,
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The m tn had "the hell shelled out of us" and “easualties were
streaming into the IGF." At 1000 hrs "C" Co was counterattacked by a company
of about 80 men, attacking their right flank from the east and northeast,

The enemy attacked, yelling and sereaming, thru the thickly wooded terrain
and got right into their positions. One BAR man was later found desd beside his

gun, his magazinﬂ all empty and 12 enemy dead around His position, About 104%
hrs two 1ight mku were moved up and "blasted” into the enemy with their

37mm zun and machine guns, Bymﬂthaattaﬁkhadb;nmmmmﬁ and 12 rs¥W had
been taken. During the 24 hours preceding the In had suffered 78 casualties,

it 1300 the 31:1 Bn of the 26th Inf Regt began to relieve this Bn, who
reassexbled in the vieinity of HERGENRATH,

The lm day "I" Co moved north out of EYNAT'EN on the road riding on
banks to RJ (838342), where they dimuntad m ﬁant into an assembly area,
Patrols were sent m;t %’i@ st ba piak probable tank routes,

The aamyw duplﬂyud in a column of platoons, the tanks following, prepared

to move up on call. They followed the route shown to (B43375) were they made
contact with the enemy, They engaged the enemy with light machine gun and
rifle fire while making reconnaissance for the use of the tanks,

The three rifle platoons were deployed abreast, The platoon of mediun
tanks, the 1ight tanks and TD's wepe deployed right with the rifle men. in

after
intense five minute artillery barrage was laid d?m on _r’ihu enemy , E&M
nl- nu.uﬂf W§

which every weapon in the company ﬂmd MM & shot was relurned

pillboxes and surrounding entrenchments surrendered. (Capt Kimball R, Elchmond,
tm CO of "I " Co belleves that yelling boosts the morale of the men, while
demoralizing the eneny,)

In the mm "L Co m up the BUPEN-AACHEN réad, The company moved in

& colurn of platoons with a point 300 yds to the front, A platoon of heavy
- T
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machine guns and a platoon of #lmm mortars from "' (o were m@m.

At about (837373) the point ran into @mall arms fire coming from (838375)
and the aﬁghﬁmnba to the west, They also began getting fire fros three 8015
in position alang the road (east to west) just north of the /ﬁ'am /mn,.

One platoon was deployed south of the Fragons JFeeth Just along the border,
while another platoon attempted to push up the road but without BuCCess so were
brougitback and deployed on a 1ine with the other platoon, Tn Lhe meant e, two
ID's were brought up Lo fire at the emplacements, As attemrt was then made to
vork a platoon are 5 @ edge of the woods on the left and flank the ENemy .
This platoon was pimned down by neny fire in vicinity (832374). They were withe
drawn under cover of mortar fire, The Company remained in the position for the
night,

After "I" Cgp cleared RJ (aasaaa)j;'gﬂﬁm $a8h (o the HUPEN-AACHEN road,
then going north, ints mim vied

A vigDity (837367) for the might.

That afterncon Lt. ¥m, ﬁ. Jw, S&m:dm%na OfTicer of Hdqts Co, moved
forward to lay wire to "I" Co, A guide net them at RJ (843374). With the 1%,
H];'B 8ix jeeps belonging to the Hdats Co and "I* Co., The gulde turned left
instead of right and led them into the enemy position,

The enemy allowed the party to advance until they were well umaunm‘;ud—r;
then an 85 opened fire, scoring a direct hit on the lead jeep,in vhieh Lt, Joseph
m riding, WNo ﬁ-muﬂtiaa were caused,but the jeep was inocked out.,

All the men in the jeeps imsediately sought cover, “inding himsell and his
men surrounded, It, Joseph surrendered. Friendly artiilery was falling in the
area and the Amerieans kert hitting the ground. vhen one sergeant didn't get
up fast snough to suit the enemy be was shat, |

The captured group wes then marched to a pillbox, The capture was seen by
friendly troops and almost imnediately fire from owr artillery and from two
ID'S fell on the pillbex,
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1t Juﬁph told his captors that they were surrounded and to give ﬁp*
Nine or t;m were willing but two enemy sergeants (both "plenty mean”) wouldn't
. let them. When the sergeants left the box,the lleutenant led these nine or ten
- men out darrying a white flag, I |
The men on the two TD's, seeing the procession, got out of the vehicles to
assist. Just as they did, enemy nachine gun fire opened on all of thew,captors and
eaptured slike, but causing no casmalties, The TD men Jumped back on their vehjcles
and blasted the pillbox with their remainiy ammunition.
The sergeant who had been shot died that night while being evacuated to
the rear. It was a pitéh black night, and the jeer carrying the wounded man was
- led down the trail by 1t, Joseph on foot. _
(Sidelight: There were three Slmm mortars mounted on half-tracks, which
belonged to the tank battalion in addition to those of "M" Co, A1l the mortars
were generally kept undgf Gomres
There were usually two uhiita a,f wuﬁtian available, which was mot enough,

=

yor and were fired mostly in battery,

A unit mi&tm of 175 rounds per gun. In addition eneny wmitinﬂ wae used.
Since coming to France "' Co estimates they have fired 20,000 rwmia of eneny
mortar amsmnition,)

| Inmnmumatmzﬂanmmﬁmmmmmmm 3d, WthRest,
thru HAUSET and to take the ground in the vieinity of (8339) souare,

When they arrived at the 3d Bn CP (819349) they found the road blocked,
At the same time, 1050 hrs., they were given a:nﬂ mission, that of taking
BRAND and the ground between (836392) and (890403).

A.fturbﬁinghaid up at the 3d En; ﬂP!wanhilntmzﬂtﬁrﬁm right
nmgtmmtammﬂthmMMMthaMnrmtaﬁﬁm! The 3d
AD claiied they were using this road and could not give the 2d clearance to
use it, When the latter mimeMEmEWtww;pmaA I
and one of tanks belonging to the 3d A D, ‘

- 5 -
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They weit inte biveuse west of LICHTENBUSCH as shown, Comtact established
with the 3d Bn on the left but not on the right. The tanks (one platoon mediwn
and one light attached to E Co) set up road blocks southwest of L ICHTERBUSCH
at (R (858359). Sporadic artillery fire which was being W directed at the
3d A. D, foll through the night .,

On the 1&&-113#1@1:. this Pn was gimthamiaaim of sucupying the woods and
ridge in the (8641) square and cutting the AACHEN-BRAMD road, They jumped off
at 8200 with the road (mamlay)mthabemdmbﬂ.mnﬁmdrcmmiu,
E on the right, ¥ on the left, Each co_mpany moved in an attack forration, the
light tanks leading, and the mediums banks following along the road. G Co moved
Wil into "F" position until ordered forward. |

After clearing the house on the border (855373), both assault companies got
into a fire fisht at RJ (855374 ) ahnut 0915 I'Wi A‘h tha same Yime both friendly
and enemy ms.um was f4llin mm;»ﬁ&ﬁﬁm 23 mmtm in "F® 0o but none
h\’EH e

The mumi?_tﬁ their front w.s wide open, and in additien "rv g lmi 0 make
& sweeping move in order to keep its left lank on the road which made a sharp
bend at this péinh Also "E" Co was recelwing considerable small arms fire from
east of the Jragons Yeeth, They called for mortar snd artillery f.’;ra on it,
which was not very effective,

In the meantime the tanks had been moving up the road in colwm Tfornation,

A gulley ran east and west Juat south of *t.-ha border, It, Donald ¥, English,
tlnk corumnder, had planned to work his six medium tanks up the rig;ht of the road
mm the hnviut expected resistance but now with t.ha infantry plmned down on

both sides of the road, he swung his tanks asecross the maﬁ w the left, They
‘then wheeled abreast across the open terrain blasting the pillboxes as they
went. They then vheeled northesst across the main road LICHTENBUSCH to AACHEN

£ 6 -
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firing into the woods behind t&uﬁgmy}éhhmthﬁ right flenk, -
Amd:bm}a Just north of the RJ, mmmmwmmmm
by 1t. English (on foot) was Wsuﬁ.. The tanks t«hm-tmm northwnrd across
the open ﬁmiu, firing to thelr fromt, The light tanks followed the mediums
&Wgw this manuever.
afver one of the tanks had fired at the pilibex (85737%) a Frenchman walked
out and mwrendered, He was informed that he could surrender if he would po
back to the box and get tigw others to give up. He accomplished his mission,
 returning with three other FSW and a girls
With the enemy fire on the right flank silenced and the pillboxes also
Qum, the two assault companies were able to move, |
"B" Co called for smoke on the edge of the woods to Lthe right. Under
cover of the smoke they mmud to thﬁﬁw ﬂoﬁh (on the double) behind
the tanks without trouble, In the mm the 2{1 pmi::en had been sent int.a the
M e fght, ai caused six casualties

wools Lo sweep it clear, e
and drove the olhers off, -

Ming the same time “F" Co switched vlatoons., One had suffered sbout
5ﬂ wmm casualties during the m:t}.ing mentioned above. One platoon was sent
tlm; the edge of the woods on the left, while the other scvanced over the onen
ground to the /é-am /’l‘;atfh.. The platoon movimg thru the woods had been expected
to helt on line with the ﬁmgam Zeeth but instead moved on until they hit a
trail vicinity (8§1363), Here they halted and weited for the balance of the
comrany to move up, |

Soth "Ef and "FY Companies moved porth to the edge of t.ﬁép woods to provide
provection for the Engineers to blow the /fifmgm /Mth. hen t-h'q;r first attempied
to blow the obstacles they found tﬁa:lr charge much too small, F&@tmuy theay
used 150-160 pounds of dynamite to blow seven teeth. A tank ﬂauﬁ filled in the
ditsﬁh and a path over the blown teeth some 20-30 yards to the ri-ht of the road

kﬁ%mmmmWﬂ. Thmﬂh&dhmwmiﬂmuftha
' - 7 - .
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S,

el

teeth,s0 a route to the right required considerably less work.

In the meantime"C" Co had moved into position in vieinity (855374), wh
thwmwmenwmvmgmmd to the right of then, A sousd was sent to
investigate, taking with them the Frenchman captured sbove, The Frenchman was

One PA mrmm. The squad insvected four pillboxes and two shelters, They
found the lights still on in one of the shelters and machine guns set up in one

of the boxes, Fearing the latter were booby trapped,they did not t.mwh then

‘but returned, (None of the boxes inspected caused a patrol from the h lat

Bn any trouble when it passed them later in the day,

At the bridge (856385) "EP Co found & 47mm AT gun which had been knocked
wt»mg%mﬂgmuhich ammﬁblym Just, bﬂn mulled oul afaml}_bax
hu.cl shrapnel thru the recoll nechanisms (ﬁp Miﬁh reported that a 47 and a

‘in the same vieinity, both Baving had their

"E" Co moved northwest along the md to (856386) where they turned right
to (859389), They reached this point sbout J300 and were ordered to hold up,
They established an all-around defense and sent a squad up the road northwest
on recennaissance. Thammmmmmmmrﬂaandmmwnﬁm |
fight. It was then recalled and 4,2 mortar fire was laid on the ares causing
: the enemy Lo depart. @e meantime, "F* Co had moved up on line with "E" Q.
Une platoon was moved over to the right er the main road and the other Just

left of it, The right platoon had worked up about I#dﬂ while the left stood
“tm' About 200 yards up the road was a mﬂ Rlock; Ii-:ln back of it was
an SP gun later identified as 2 77 mm, "F* Co CO thought it had been put out
of action and that the platoon to the right of the rosd had checked it, The
executive officer was curious, however, and took out his glasses to inspect it
- 8



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

more closely, ;(ﬁ?th of ficers were ﬁt the aforementioned RJ), Just sbout that
time the ewmam fired one round which struck the pavement near the officers,
both of whom d!;vad for cover, Artillery was ealled on the gun but most of 1t fell
to the right of the road, (In a way it was fortunste that it did, because Lhe
3d Bn 26bh was off in the woods not far to the left.) The gun then withdrew but
mot far. The two machine guns which were protecting it withdrew also,
‘ “F" Co CO sent the left platoon up astride the road., The scusd on the
lef% lidummﬁuttmmehimmhutﬂidmt find the gun, The one an
the right saw the rachine gun on their side of the road but did nothing about it,
Upon their return they vere immediately ordered out to put it out of action, but
they reported that it was gone when they returned,
At 1605 both companies were ordered forward, "E® Co €O requested hia t»anka
to follow him, Yoved to &J (35&90] mhm incident, They passed right by
& burding ammunition dusp ﬂmvm apd. 105 s amindidon) at RJ (858391). At the
slted, witing for "F" Co, While waiting on "F Co they
mm enemy artillery. fim off %o the northwest,ee A patrol was sent to the
Y‘iﬂiﬂit.r (853400). Prem this position the patrol could not see the enay artillery
but sould see ememy activity in BUSCHLISH, Artillery and mortar fire was called
for and stopped some of the activity. As the patrol was also being shelled by
friendly Slmm mortar fire, it returned,
At 1755 hra' 5" Co had definitely 1acat¢d an enemy battw at ( EB'?W)
They recuested a hﬂt—ry of 155's to fire on it and adjusted their fire., Three
minutes later they adjusted fire on enemy st (847408), silenciny both bat.tarian
at least tmmmily

Inthamtm “F" Co had started tam-upthaminm&dmdh&ﬁm
irnto heavy fire being amangmi between the enemy and the 3d ™n, So instead of
following the main resd merth as' rlanned, they turned right at GR (853393) Joining |
*-”E“ Co at 1845,

-9 -
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"-‘.“L
e, |
ul-‘

M. 1920 hrs both companies moved out, "E" Co turning right up the fire-
break between (857402) and (863411) stopping at the latter polnt for the
night. |

" Co followed the road to RJ (855404) where they turned right, the
left gulding on the road on the edge of the woods, As they passed Lhe open area
left ﬂiz the road they mtim barracks with lights on. A reenforced sqd was sent
to isx;'asti.g&ta and found the barracks on the nsar side ampty. (Thepe were the
only ones inspected) ' ' |

They had been ordered to occupy the orehard in the vieinity of SCHOLPHAL, but
an advence patrol found it already occupled by the enemy, Uy this time it was
tairlydurgm the company 0 ordered tmmw move in and umuptha
area, The lmﬁ t.nnk had just gotten to the vieinlty (858,L10) when an enemy AT
gun scored two direet hits, which penetrated the tank almost instanbly killing

the asst, driver, taking off the W!“B fm m Mrmualy wounding two
 others. The other A [ @i

f.u «m woods to the rift.

)

iFt Co then went 1:%% def;uiw position just inside the norbheast edge of the
voods, setting up a 360 degree defense and tying in with E Co on the right,

“G" Co split, part of it following ® Co and the other part following F Co
thus providing protection (ageinst infiltrating enery) for the T's, Bubtoned
up southwest of the other two companies in the ﬂ#inity (B858407)

That same afternoon the I and R platoon nade its first patrol inte the
Siegfried Line, moving mortheast thru the woods to RY (855381) which had pre-
viously been cleared by the 2d Bn, They followed the road to RJ (869387),
where they were fired on. Hawthwlmwamﬁfllﬁha ist Bn came up, |

A foot patrol of eigit men moved northeast, about half-way through an
open field to vieinity (872390) meeting no miamm At this pam farther
advance was impossible due to the open gmmd., replete with barbed ﬂi.rﬁ mtmla-
ments, and cemmanded by a pillbox. Twmmmmmpmmmﬂﬁh

- 10 =
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WHMWQW}JW. ﬁlﬁ&ﬁwwm almmm
rosd talen by the 2d Bn to (856381), There they were to turn right to HIDTFEID
with the nhjmtiw* of taking the ground north snd east of the town, They moved
out in a colwmn of companies, the tanks in the resr. 'When they turned no: at
RJ {858359), "B" moved off the road to the right and "C" Co moved to the left,
The two lead companies moved forward two platoon coulumms abresst on esch side
of the road, |
In order to protect the right flank, & eosbat ratrol of 12 men moved out
at 1500, They went thru LICHTSNBUSOH to the next crossroads where they turned
left, thence to EICH, m they again turned left, meeting the Bn 0O :ha Hnmma. ;
The patyel had MM].? open terrain past maral Miﬁﬂmﬁm, in-
cluding M ﬁ/Mh and hed met only seatbered onemy, capturing two while
sulffering no casuslties, ' E e
: The m ast no eneny s %E\mea::tm waz heavily shelled by
enesy a:*hiz,lmy, causing 15 ensunlties, Thay closed iﬂ the area showm at 2008 hrs.
(The balance of the story of this Sn's penctration of the Jlegfried Line was

written by It, liadsel in connection with the X AD,)

- The 3d Bn hed practically no setion during the day, "L" Co was originally
ordered back Lo the (asumly ares north of HAUSEY at 1330, The order was then
changed and they were ordered to move north along the main road. The commany
advanced colum of plateons to RS (8403%}), encountering no orrosition whatever,
Here they deployed seross the read and “’fmbt-m ttp"_fﬁr the ndzht, Th:n u‘th
two cogpanies resained in rlace, - |

&

(The weather had been miserable; the Bn was, for the nost part, deployed
in thickly wooded ares and Yere’fold, wet and wiconfortable, Jeeps were patbing
stuck vhen they got off the pevad roads, -decording to the regh. Jjournal, the
gasoline ﬁiﬁ;m.ion was quite acubte, also the exper
- 0

{iture of amwmnition was cut
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mm-mﬁmxﬁammwmmmmwmmmﬁmm
ares morthwest of BRAND, Their five jeeps proceeded in eolwm to the BR crossing
in BRAND (887405). _

One jJeap book 2 route to the right of the DRAND-AACIEN yoad Lo the vicinity
(878422) where it turned left to what was to have been the asseubly point at
R (a7, It vas unable to reach the latier because of small arss fire, so
mﬂPmMthﬁmMﬁﬂ@wm,

The scout (2d) jeep went to (85040L) mmwwmum fire, They
~ dnspected all the barrmcks at this pointy Mnding them empby, They then procesded
to CR (871417), Here they were met by heavy amall arms fire eamusing them to best
a hasty retreat, They mobified the point of the 26th RCT (C Co), who went into
position around that peint.

The 34 o

R s Tk
T

ﬂmmm&mﬂﬂ“ﬂamm um}.tﬁafmrthamm&mf&mw
three mediwn tanks, 3 light tanks and two TD's, i1 was given the mission of taking
EILENOORF, The town was less than two niles from their position as the crow A

i

me:a tut waz over three tinss as far bythﬁ roule they had to take in ovder to
..imn thelr right flank protected by the 3d &@Wm up to the esst
of TFAND, They passed the IF R§ (8564L00) at 0900 hrs,

Neanwhile the rest of the Bn resained in place, trying to dry fen: 1ves out.
Casoline for the tenks had te be hand-earried part of the way, and they were
sorewhat Mard ta start, Ther had been mming @ntimly the rrecesding day,.

"% Co moved owt in colunn formation, awmmh sides of the rosd,
the coluin about 2 helf sdle long. Thﬁmé&ﬂ not start quite so esrly and
ware expected to cateh up with the fool troous a‘ﬁ_ RIEDER FORSTDACH, but did not
- ogbeh them $411 ERAND, | :

Two platoons then mounted the tanks and rode for about a quarter of a mile,

- .- 3
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' 4 about 1430 after having been held up
which

br the 1st Snywhefad priovity on tﬁaﬁmﬂ. They also vassed a n from the 26tk
whay ure.s

(goine in the orrosite dimﬂiﬁrwme?mg then,
ruch eonfusion but they lost sbout an hour,
advance CP, “M™ Ca,, "H" Co and he2lg,
ﬁm and organic transportation,

Thers was not too
The order of march was "En go,, -
Iath?rmmtha balance of the

They were marehing on the road, ;m-t of the

tive double-banked with ¢ i, B.,ﬁ ' éﬂ@eﬂm avold in BRAND,

At the ufmh?W %

e _
mﬂmwmmammm up 80 48 to

eroes Lhe open area ns fast as possible, The plan was to turn left at &g {39'?#23}_

. "E" Co dn the lead made the turn all isht, Tt was then decided to rut & sign
at the hmetion,
- s | the
Mrwm,ﬁmmm,mmmi@mw-__
e ot to vieinity (297428) when |
. hieh |
mwmmrchmthsmutm.

34 Au D, vhoy arparently,
- heavy artillery fire, and part of it was ralling on 7 Ce,
Az mentioned before this wus wﬁnm#mﬁfﬁrmg little cover but
there was a slight m.mmingtmww:mmﬁfmmm P Co was moved
 dumeiately Lo contimm tovard the boum,

tum. FHe found the sign all right, but the reason neither M*mrﬂﬂ Co had seen

it was because o 3d A, D, BN was leaning againgt it thus covering it up,
. o
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T :"u_,; : -
mmmmmﬂwm)mm CILENDORF he diseovered six te
uighhw* trucks and abowt 20 orgenie vehicles gstrung out sleng the rond

at a standstill in plapn view of the enemy, T‘mmmaalﬁm digging in Tor
protection from eemy mular;r, Haj. Howineki reced into town and found thad
_dn the mmm 1o one had bm instructed to direct the vehicles in tomn, and
 the head of the column just shpped,

n Mrim WS imﬁim:lr assigned the task of locating 5 spobl for them
and finally fmm ane %(ﬁﬁm{}) which sfrered no concealment from the air
but did glve ﬁe,fﬂm from enemwy observstion, Thn trucks were vouted in and the
Bn CF was set up in the same ares, by about 1700 hrs. iajor Vozinskl was moaged
_ that the enemy aliowed the Bn to move at all — directly wider their noses,

"E" Co was ordared to establish two roadblocks, one at (292435) and the
other at (856435), guarding each with a rlstoon, In the meantime the 3d plabeon
wag angaged in :arnhinsr Lo, d‘ge\ emeﬂ'\:

| | # civilishe ve Eﬁ 50 completely by surprise Lhst they
- hastily dmprovised white u;,, ranging fron h&?ﬁﬂﬂ dlapers md adults?
underdrawers 4o pleces of sheeis,

P Co was m-w to provide flank protection to the west with sbete hoks its
right mmmmtmmtmk (which was Wwimmwhmmamdh
Hmm;tm enéry on the forward slope seross the tracks "eould look right down
our throats," 3o the " Co €O moved his company back to & line which began
at approximstely (£80437) ran southwest to (878433) then southeast to (251432).
Vhy the eneMy across the tracks did uot fire on the Bn is sn wsolved mystery,

¥E® Co sent a reenforced platoon to the high ground 800 yards east of
SIEMORF vieinity @984, The platoon was reenforced by a IIG section, and
& dnmolition sqd with orders to selse the highest ground possible, They ran 4te
%00 much trouble to retuen and sinece the radio was not worldng & messenger was
dispatehed to inform "EF Co 00 of the situstion, The ressenger ww nith
L 5%, reporting the pillboxes elear,
, e
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Jompany up %o the high ground bub recuested
mvamm.p. Rammmhythﬁawhtmmmtmup, leaving
the other to guard the BN CP, In addition to the M-mmwammar

mmmumwmﬁlmhwmghtupmmm&tm; That night 2 petrol

Thanmrhy, 15 Sapbe, tm%%mmmnm.rmmm
mmmmwmm, column of platoons, Thuar&ararmmhmi,

K and L, m:ﬁmmﬁmmthag mmﬁhﬂﬂthm&&m&nﬁ

transportation made the P alr was over the road, causing
the persomnel to deploy hut m the Whiﬂma No hostile set was sprmitted,
howeviir. The head of the colum resched BW about 1905 without incident,

"L" Co deployed in the vieinity (M?). K" Co (891419) and *I" around
the hmka, guarding the 16th RCT, P and wtitim the AACHEN-SRAMD yoad vicinity
(875415). The night was quiet,

ﬂnmmmm kW%amlﬁMMthtmﬁMMﬂfﬁn
EILENDORF and ATSCH, &mtmmnmgmttanpulhaxn (911436) as an out-
'ym.rmmmammmmm wmw companies rerained in
place inmproving tm:- positions, | |

In the meantime "K' Co moved to EILERDORF without diffieulty and otcupled
much the sare positions as thoss held by WPt gnd "C" companies the night before,
“L* Co moved to & position about a lm west afEILMJOR? (M shown). "I* Co pe-
mained in vlage,
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On the afternoon of the 16WR Sepl"G" Co sent a plateoon up to VERLAUTENHEIDE

on reconnaissance, Frier to their reaching the town & friendly tank pulled up
to the orest afm.hm and fired six rounds on the left (west) edge of the
tomn. They immediately got five or six rounds back which landed "awful close,"
8o withdrew,

Upon reaching town the platoon could see the enemy marching southeast
toward VERLAUTENHEIDE in a colwm of twos "as far as the eye could see,” The
platoon was then pulled back,suffering 2 KeleAs, 9 Bel.A., and 2 H.T.A.

That night "C" Co heard considersble vehicular traffic in the above town.
Thu;scﬁhru Div Arty 4n on it," and may have broken up sn attack from the north.

About 170100 Seplan enemy patrol of nine men came into "O" Co's position.
‘Seven were killed and two escaped. About 0530 the enemy mortar and mrty barrage
began, It extended from EILENDORF eastwerd,covering the whole of "G" an "E" '
Companies, Tt was estinated that 4,000 mertar and another 4,000 arty shells

Vares| fhe arty barrage lasted 111 sbout 0600 hrs,
A gap of about 100 m existed between the two companies,

Immediately after the barrage lifted two enemy companies attacked with
fixed bayonets (the firset time this Bn had experienced a bayonet attack.) Each
enemy comrany mh consisted of about 150 men and were {rom tie 12th Inf, Div.
Meurdiuﬁit.e the company offlcers interviewed, it was one of the best outfits
the enemy had, |

3 The positions of the platoons were as follows:
3

e
e

g\’ Enemy sttacks
) é"”'—/ (Not drawn to scale)

le terrain in front of "E" Co was rat er heavily wooded,whereas that on .“G!a“

left fromt and left flank was nuit.alzpm.
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The heaviest ﬁt&m came mi:m. the lst platoon of 0" Qo, located on
their right flsnk. The next heaviest was on their center platoon with the 3d
(left flank) platoon catching the overflows On the right flank ome squad ran

left front the enemy got to within 150 yards of their rositions, |

On E Co's front the approach, being wooded, was much betbter covered and the
eneny got to within a few yards of their positions,.

Friendly (Div) arty, k.2 mortars, a Bn of tanks, and other suprorting weavons
fired on the enecy and finally repulsed them, The situstion wms mtlar control
by OS00 - 0830 hrs,
| The second assault on "G" Co came about noon, (VE" Co had kept them disere
ganized in the woods with mortsr and arty fire). The strength of the enemy attack
was about tha- m 8s the first, They were well-disciplined troors and kept condng
in spite of their loases, They got alm as nlma}pm they had inthﬂmm
and were Mpmd only after tw h&&? e eonp:

mtharightﬂaak.Mlﬁﬁﬂfrimﬂlymhmrm,mmmﬁmmm
mthammmuitiﬂm Une squad attacked by short rushes and a generous use

of hand grenades and regsined the rositions, The few mminimwinthﬁ foxm-
holes were killed, :

Ammlm-thnmimgtmxmmﬂmnﬂﬁ"Gainmmthamatmgm

mdinmahthamammrwtmwthertm, About 12 enemy reached the position
and they were killed by hand prenades. Thel be heard yelling to Attack, Atdack
but were kept from it by the intense rifle and IG five of G G and the left flank
of E Cos One PN said they had never “run up against such devastating swall arms
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Mzm:mtmmmmmmammmﬁmm |
(halim&%haﬂ‘iﬂm);ﬁﬂ?wmﬁmmthﬁminﬁﬁmaf"‘G"m
"B" companies, Inmmmumthqmmmmmmmt.mhw
70 - mmmmawmﬂzﬂﬂam

The causulties suffered by these m@i"-‘.’% follows:

Kelale HWalaks Helshy
"G Co 2EHNM 308f, L EH 0 ©
o m Gﬂ 0 o

That afternoon "F" Co movad forward and comupled positions along the
road from RJ (900437) to trail J (905432). That night "I» Co moved in and filled
the gap between "C" and "EY companies, thus closing the gap sligitly to the resr.
"E" and "G" companies both shifted slightly to the left.

MMm.o: enery attacked "G" Co, Some of
mﬁamﬂmmmmmmm@m&d not metmta it, One *
machine gunner killed two eneny with his plstol and they fell across the barrel
~ of his weapon, One enemy platoon was wiped out alvost to a mam, About 0300
ttm'withﬂm Tlu"ﬁ“ﬂemmﬂjw“mﬂmnmymmmayhmm.
MMthmﬁWMtMMMmMm The same morning about
ﬂmm-mmmyhamwmmrwmummm

Friendly mortar fire wns dropping within 35 yards of tm position. Only four
enexy reached the top of the hill, &ﬁﬁmmeym irmediately killed,
On the left flank there was afllbox in the 3d platoon's position at
(897442), One squad was defending it from foxholes, Under cover of darkness
the enemy worked their way in close emough to drive the men out of their foxholes
- 1B «
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into the pillbex, The enemy then attached a beshive to the door, blowing it
in, and causing six casualties, The other six men erawled out the embragure
. and using rifles and Cs drove the eneny off, inflicting heavy casualties,

By the time it was daylight. One platoon of enemy moved forward oub of he
woods Lo awid imerican mortar fire and tummly huddled topether in sousd
groups., A light machine gun ammﬁ, caught them, ¥id11ling them 2117 These that
- were wounded were also lilled,

9y moon ihis attack was clearsd up., The Zd MWtMM@Mm
pended 30,000 rounds of ammnition. F Co suffered the Tollowing mltiﬂm
1 KIA, 10 WIA,

At 1400 hrs snother platoon of enenmy attacked "G Co from the front. They
got to within 50 yds of the position before they were rerulsed. A "O" Co aid
man went out to help & wounded mmmmmmd fire and he was wounded
by "what was believed to hn o) m dun bulle

During the hard seg fighting ﬂ%m crews of the medium tanks
and light tanks dismounted from their vehicles which were defiladed to the rear
mummmmaﬁtnmmmwarwmw-mmm,mm:mm
guns brought from their tanks, and accounting for enemy casualties,

About, 1100 of 17 Sept ene medium tank from its position at(B8848) was semt

north up the road to knock out the enemy pili box and house at (837452), An

enemny SP gun was behind the house, from which position it was hitting "C» Co
infantry positions to the south, The mediwm tank blasted the pillbox and house,
and chased Lhe 5P pung but. the tankers were not certain 1€ was lmoeled out ,

- 35 =
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Setween 16 Sep and 2L Sep "K' and "I! Cols sat tight in the vicinity

nnrthweéﬁfgILEHDORF without much trouble, other than mortar %nd arty fire,
~ —~— which
Onf e Ol Sert "K" Co 18th RCT relieved "K' Go 14th RGMVE{I to
the road west af.HUNSTERBUSCH. The following day "I" Co 18th ROT relieved Hyn

which -
Co 16th RGT,\!i-ﬁ’ﬁ;red to the area to the right of ik, 16th, thus relieving

"L Co 18th RCT, (The map shows the woods incorrectly. The left flank of nn

Co is right along the edge of the woods, )

SRR 5 e
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Battle of Aachen - 18th Infantry Regiment (= éw'“'f ; *;?

Explanation: (1) At the time this report was written there had hot as

?et been an opportunity to contact the commander of Co C,who was in the hospital
in Eupen. (2) Due to the need for training for the next operation, the Historical
Officer was refused permission to interview the company officers of the 3d Bn.

The account of this battalion is taken almost entirely from the Bn Journal.

L TR s

The following excerpts from FO #30, Hq 18th Inf. Regt., 2 Oct. Li,
indicate the general plan of nperatian of the regimental combat team in the
actions to be described:

"l. b. - VII U8 Crops attacks northeast to form a junkion with XIX US
Corps northeast of AACHEN, XIX US Corps on our north attacks to the east to
breach the SIEGFRIED LINE and cut off AACHEN from the northeast. Time of
attack to be announced.

n2. a, - CT 18 attacks to seize high ground northeast of EILENDORF, and,
in conjunction with the advance of 30th US Inf Div on our north, to cut off
AACHEN from the northeast.sce

"3, a, — 2d Bn 18th Inf (reinf) attacks through present positions of 3rd

Bn 18th Inf and 2nd Bn 16th Inf, seizes and secures VERLAUTENHEIDE to secure a
line of departure for 1lst Bn 18th inf, and to provide a base of fire,

"b, - lst Bn 18th Inf (reinf) attacks from positions in vieinity of

VERLAUTENHEIDE secured by 2nd Bn 18th Inf to seize and secure CRUCIFIX HILL
(Hill 239) and cut HAAREN-BROICHWEIDEN ROAD.

"ce — 3rd Bn 18th Inf (reinf) initially suprorts attack of 2nd Bn 18th Inf

by fire on known targets in vicinity of HAAREN; attacks to seize and secure

=

ridge at 874k (see Operation Overlay) in conjunction with the attack of 1lst Bn

18th Inf on CRUCIFIX HILL."
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After an artillery barrﬁge preparation from 0300 to OLCO hours on the
~morning of Stﬁ Oct, the 2d Bn passed thru the position of G Co 16th Inf and
Jumped off from the ID just as thebrarrage lifted. The Bn was suprorted by
ten tanks. (See account of tanks and TD's for details).

The Bn jumped offyE on the left aﬁﬁ F on the right, abreast, and C Co in

support. F Co moved forward with tvo platoons abreast, one in suprort, Bwo
squads abreast (in squad column) and one in the rear. Rach company had a platoon
of HMG's attached,

The mission of Co F was to secure the QUINX viecinity and the northeastern
part of VERLAUTENHEIDE. That of E Co was to secure the northwestern portion
of the tgwn}while G Co was to secure the southern part. |

The Eﬁ followed the bafragé as closely as possible in order to get to the
area before the enemy came up out of their foxholes.

The first platoon of F Co, on the left flank, succeeded in making a break
through the enemy 1ine.and got to their objective with very little trouble,
except for being disorganized. They followed a depression in the ground and
were on their cbjecti:are beﬁb:ri the enemy had time to get organized,

The 2d platoon,on the right flank, got about halfway across the clearing
when the mortars of the 16th Inf, which were supposed to keep the enemy in their
ﬁules along the raaﬁ on the right flank, suddenly ceased firing., FEnemy machine
guns almng the road opened fire on the 2d platoon, pinning them down and causing
some casualties. The company CO attempted to get mortar fire on them again but
wWas unable to do so.

He then sent the 3d platoon around to the left to follow the 1st. They
were a bit disorganized but got into town and on their objective without much
trouble,

The platoon leader of the 2d platoon was hit in both legs but kept on going,
Ab%i a sauad finally got thru to QUINX. (The balance had become cgg%ualties
or had gotten lost in the confusfdn.) They captured an AT gun, viecinity

S
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(88945L) and cleaned out the western portion of QUINX capturing 30 PsW. They
then proceeded to their area of VERLAUTENHETIDE.
As soon as the 2d platoon cleared QUINX, the "Ranger" platoon (a composite
platoon) was sent in to hold the village andlblnck the road.
The Co CO moved out with the CP group abreast of the "Ranger" platoon.
The MG fire, above, split them into three groups, which finally reassenbled in
the 1st platoon area, While moving to the 2d and 3d platoon area, he got too
far out in front and ran into an enemy column approaching VERLAUTENHEIDE from
the north., He fired into them (killing 5 or 6) and beat a hasty retreat.
Apparentlykthe enemy colurm continued, and were stopped by the 3d platoon
with Pifle and machine gun fire. The roads were swept for mines and a platoon of
tanks called up. One finally arrived about 1000 hGIJ.I‘E. ¥ =
E Co, moving abreast of F Co from the 1D, hﬂdﬁﬂhﬂzfrlEft flank guiding on
the road running south out of VERLAUTENHEIDE, They crossed over the road at
RJ (887L53) and moved through town with very little trouble. They did not
attempt to thoroughly clear the town. They moved to their area and began
digging in.
Just prior to daylight sbout 100 enemy infantry came down from CRUCIFIX HILL
and attacked the 1st platoon E Co,who fired 60 ‘mm morbtars and ¥VG's ab them.
Also a few riflemen would fire while the others continued to dig in. By 1000
hours the attack was brpkeq,and 90 PsW had been taken.
During almost the entire day, enemy mortar and arty fire fell on the town,
About 2100 at least a company of enemy infantry, supported by mortar fire,
came do&n the draw to the west of the road leading to WURSELEN, hitting the
1st platoon again. Five succeeded in getting into the position, of whom four
were captured and one killed. C::)were killed within 12-15 yards of the
HMG position. Four or five others were killed by rifle or MG fire and the

sttack was broken,



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

G Co left EILENDORF about 0830, under intermittant enemy shelling. The
company moved in column of platoons, extended in depth and followed the
approximate route of the other two companies. The 2d platoon was the first to
reach YERLAUTENHEIDE., It moved in on the right flank of. F Co, cutting the .r'::::uad
junction (887454). The entire Company was in the town by 1100 hours and buttoned
up, as shown, around the southern part.

The 1st Battaiiﬂn had the mission of taking Crucifix Hiﬁ].l; and organizing
the ground around it for defense. AU the same time the WEIDEN-HAAREN road wa.s
to be cut by fire, and its use as an escape or reinforcement route ior the
forces iﬁ AACHEN denied to the enemy.

The Bn CO and forward Command Group were the first elements of the BEn to
move across the open ground to the jump-off positions in ﬁERL&UTENHEIBE. By
this time the enemy was aware of what was going on and had registered heavily
on the town, as well as the aﬁproach to it. fron the 16th Inf positions. Orders
werelgiven for the Bn to infiltrate into VERLAUTENHEIDE by platoon groups.
Moving through "the heaviest artillery and mortar fire encountered by the Bn
since the breakthrough at MARIGNY", the companies did not reach their jump—off
positions until 1500 hours.

The men were armed with pole charges, satchel charges, flame throwers,

and bangalore torpedoes, in.additiﬁn to their normal infantry weapons,
to enable them to knock vut the pillboxes that stood in their path. A large
percentage of the men making the gttack had only had their induction to combat
2 week or so before. They were not finished soldiers in any sense of the word.

The order to attack was given at 1530, and C Co, reenforced by the "Ranger"
Platoon, (a composite platoon) and one platoon of HIiG's attacheR from Co D,
moved fﬁrﬁnrd along the crest of the ridge leading to CRUCIFIE HI1L.

Successfully knocking of the pillboxes that stood in their way, C Co, led by
Capt. Bobbie B. Brown (wounded three times) reached their :::bjective and by 1630

= =


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

the hill was firmly in their hands.

In mﬂving.from EITENDORF to VERLAUTENHEIDE, A Co had suffered 20 casualties
from the mortar and artillery barrage, 13 of which were in the 3d platoon,

In the order of attack A Co was echeloned to the left rear of C Co with the
mission of clearing out the area south of the sunken road between ¥ERIAUTENHEIDE
and HAAREN, The 1st platoon was to clean out the triahgle area north of the road
running from (883452) to (886454). The 3d platoon was to clean out the area just
to the south of that road. The latter platoon had hardly gotten started when the
platoon leader and a courle of members of the platoon were killed by an artillery
shell, They quickly bogged down due to the loss of their leader, the other
losses sustained, heavy enemy fire and darkness. When darkness came the Co
CO could find only five or six members of the platoon,

The first platoon made some progress but was held up by observed fire
from the west and WA the failure of the 3d platoon to push forward. They had
not taken pillbox Mo. 16 by dark. The 2d plat was then put in to the left of the
1st, extending down to just short of the draw, replacing the 3d. During the night
five to seven men of the 3d drifted in to the Co CP so the 24 plat was pulled out
and the 3d again sent in.

_\522f8;; Dct; B Co was Bn suppﬂrﬁ. They moved out of EITENDORF around noon
in single file, subjected to mortar and arty fire. Reaching VERLAUTENHEIDE,
they moved into cellars in the Southwestern part of the town, tieing in
with C Co on the left and the 2d Bn on the right., There they remained for the
night and the following day.

At 1330 hrs, the 3d Bn with Cos I and K in the assmult pushed forward to
seize Hill 192 vhich extends from AACHEN to CRUCIFIX HILL. The companies
feceived intense mortar and small arms fire all the way to the objective, but
- the companies closed on the objective so swiftly that the ridge was taken in
two hours’ time, During the afternocon, one plat of K Co was moved over to the
SCHEIDS woods wicinity (886448). The rest of I and K companieé shifted ; along

= K-
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the ridge to the right. (from Bn Journal). At 1600 hrs £'Cn was ordered to clean
out the factory town of ROTHE ERDE, This was all street fighting,and by night

one platoon of Co L occupied one-half of the large rubber factory (866430) and
the Germans the other half. L7 Ps¥ were captured during the day,

During the night Co's I and K sent patrols forward with the mission of de-
termining the enemy strength in énd around HAAREN (HAAREN was proposed objective
for 3d Bn on the 9th Oct). The Co K patrol got within 500 vards southeast of
objective when they ran into an assembly area that the enemy was using to
form a counterattacking force. A short but terrific fire fight ensued with unknown
results. Our patrol suffered no casualties, Keanwhile, the Co I patrol reached
the edge of HAAREN without incident., Fortf-seven prisoners #ere captured during
the day, " |

The morning of Q;EFOEtmber the enemy "saturated" CRUCIFIX HTLL with shell and
mortar fire, At 0615 the eﬁemy attempted to retake the hill by storm, and three
waves of infantrymeny and assault enginéers attacked its northern and western
slopes, The men of C Co held their fire until the enemy was almost upon thewn.
Then they opened up with a "murderous grazing fire that piled the onrushing
Germans in front of their very foxholes, One.sectiﬂn of D Co's HMG's particularly
distinguished itself, £he gunners swinging their guns with free traverse and
blazing away at ewemy German in sight, The eﬁemw (or whatever shattered remnants
were left) withdrew as suddenly as they had attacked, leaving forty some-odd dead
strewn on the bloody slopes of CRUCIFIX HILL. 35 Psi were taken." (from Bn Journal),

During the morning of the 98 Oct A Co moved the 2d platoon Ehrwc Co position
and just after daylight attacked the group of pillboxes (18-24) from the north.
Che latter were generally sited to fire to the south). By 0800 pillboxes Mo.
17,19,22, 23 and 2L had fallen,leaving 18 still ﬁcaupied by the enemy., The latter
could not be taken because it was covered by fire from pillboxes 13, 14 and 15,
about 150 yards to the east,.

Four box&s,hlﬁ, 14, 15 and 16 and the house at (8725h5§0)'ﬁEPe still in

e


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

— S

enemy hands, The Co CO was unable to get 4.2 mortar or arty fire on them due to
the close proximity of friendly troops. He then pulled his plat back and fired
a limited(f%h of rounds of 81 mm mortar around no, 16, In the meantime, he had
requested C Co to send some men down to divert their attention. Just after the
81 mm mortar flTE two C Co men made their way to the box without dlificult? and
placed a pole charge in the embrazure and walked off. Nine enemy came out of the
box and were picked up by A Co.

The terrain was very open and::il:aluped to the south, It was almost 1Fp05~
sible to get tanks into position to fire on the enemy strongpoints, The 1st
plat was unable to move forward because of them, Late in the morning A Co
Succeeded in getting two 155 SP!s up to (877453) from which position they fired
at the boxes still in enemy hands. The 155's smashed one but did not damage the
other two, The 2d plat buttoned up around the pillboxes they had téken while
the 1st and 3d plats closed in back in the vieinity of the triangle,

Just before dark A Co was ordered to send some men to close the gap between
C Co (on CRUCIFIX HILL) and E Co, The Co CO sent up the 3d plat., He thenL
outposted the line held by the 3d with a sqd of men from the mortar section.

Both E Co and the 2d Bn had set up their CR's in the house (88704535)
Just across the road from the Junction of the QUINX road. At 0300 an-hiuhﬂr““
Qiiuﬁct an 1ntense enemy arty bombardment woke up both F Co and 2d Bn staffs,
At O4LOO a Bn of enemy infantry moved up the QUINX road in the attack, They
pushed back a G Co platoon in QUINX and a sqd of F Co 1st plat. The eneny had
reached the RJ in front of the CP and had control of it,

F Cﬁ CO took the remainder of the G Co plat (one squad) one squad of the
first plat F Co, the "Ranger” plat and the CP group and built up a fire line
in front of the house, Lying in with the 1st plat of F Co.

The enemy started a2 fire in the barn, about 20 feet away'w1th tracers, A

platoon of G Co had ﬁhﬂ&ﬁfﬁP there, The men had gone down into the (potato)
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cellar for protection from the shelling, When the barn caught fire it was
imperative for them to get out. T/Sgt. Wm, L. Reed m&naged to get out of the
cellar with a "Tommy gun" which he fired into the enemy, thus allowing the others
to get out. |

There was a 45-minute lull, and the attack started .again. Th%ﬂl‘ked
their way as close to the CP as possible, firing o) AT rockets completely
tﬁhough the house, some of thgﬁm—_ge’fﬁing across the street on the same side as
the CF, where they were stopped by the fire line buklt up (above) and the ,50
cal. MG from an AT gun. |

Just before daylight the Co C® called for the tanks about 150-200 yards to
the north., It took an hour for the crews to assemble and the tanks fé reach the
area, They finally got there about dawﬁ.

Five tanks and one TD were finally in position about (0730), and were given
orders "to shoot everything ahead" aeross the street (see sketch in/Tank and TD
account ). Conseguently, both the tanks and the TD "sprayed" the buildings across
the street with MG fire and blagded some of them with the 75 mm gun.

Using a plat from E Co, and a sqd from the 2d plat F Co, the F Co CO began
a flanking movement clockwise, with the tanks while the enemy turned and ran., The
line was restored and the men really dug in in earnest.

A ﬁew of the enemy had swung around to the south where they ran into the

mortar section and were repulsed by small arms fire, The Bn CO then ordered
every house in VERLAUTENHEIDE completely searched for enemy.
Th; artillery, not knowing just what the situation was, fired on the rear
of the enemy column with unknown results,
"At daybresk, 9 Oct, enemy mortars and arty began shelling I and X Co
positions, The shelling lasted about one hour;é;glafter it lifted the enemy was

seen to be infiltrating forward from pillboxes and a draw which ran along the

flank of our podtion., The enemy was immediately taken under fire by 81 and 60
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mortars, in as much as the enemy was too close to our lines that friendly arty
fire was impossible. The MG's of Co I firing on the final protective line
delivered a murderous cross fire as the enemy came toward the Bn positions,
Enemy casualties were very high with 25 known dead and many wounded. Twenty-
seven enemy prisoners were taken during this action. The abtack was successfully
beaten off, and by 1800 hrs L Co had completely cleared the town of ROTHE ERDE,
and was uverl::;::king the center of the city of AACHEN. Approxdimately 1000 rds of
enemy mortar and arty fire fell on the Battalion positions during the day. At
1700 hrs Company I was detached from the 3d Bn and attached to the 1st Bn, 18th
Infantry, to assist in taking the last enemy-held hill in 1lst Division sector
(RAVELS B, HILL), Thirty-three prisoners were taken during the day by the
3d Battalion, 18th Infantry." >

Duri_ng the dead of night (9-1-1& B and I Co's moved out to take RAVEIS B,
Hill, B Co, in the lead, was moving in column of platoons, 3d, lst,weapons
platoon plus a section of HiG's, and the 2d platoon, The plan was to slip thru
as quietly as possible and get on the hill wif;hmut a fight,

The head of the column suddenly found itself in front of two enemy held
pillboxes (nos. 44 and 46). The enemy could be seen and heard moving around
inside them. The column was halted, then retraced its path and moved northeast
along the road and turned left again about 50 yards south of the enemy-held
pillbox (n;:: 17). Three-enemy could be seen sitting on top of the "box" smoking
and talking. 5ix or eight enemy were spotted mo¥ing parallel to the column but
were lost when they got to the r{;ad to the northwest.

The 3d plat got acrnss@rnad when a horse-drawn cart with two enemy
came down the road., The column halted, and allowed them to pass without firing
a shot, This road was used all night long by infantry Broops moving in or out
of AACHEN.

(HILL
The column moved to the north of RAVELS B:}‘[én{i then swung around to the

west and south. They immecdiately began organizing the hill. Pillbox no. § was cleared,
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netting two PsW, At daylight no. 6 was cleared, and by 0800 all pilibaxes
from nos, 1 - é had been cleared without firing a shot.

Later in the morning, an enemy detail of four men with chow for 65 men
came into the area and were captured. (Part of the chow was eaten by some
of the Americans in preference to cold rations). Later in the day eight eneny,
who had gone into the chateau (86946L),for protection against the shelling%mﬂved
over toward the hill., A BAR man upenedlfire on them, killing an officer snd
two EM. Two escaped, and a Lt. Col., a first sergeant and a buck sergeant
were captured., This was the first fira‘as yet, but gave away the fact that
Americans were on the hill.

During the day B and I companies had eight casualties and had captured
1/, enemy, including one officeg That night I Co extended to the east and
occupied pillboxes AL, L5 and 46, B Co was able to make contact with the
1st Bn patrol and radio by this time,

During the 10th Oct A Co did-mot have much planned,as they had nothing to
work with., The 1lst platoon had lost eleven men and they still had not taken
the house (87254530) and piilhuxes 13, 14 and 15,

A Co CO was alerted that night and told that he was to close the gap
between C Co on CRUCIFIX HILL (872457) and I Co who had mnved-ta pillbox 4k
(872462). A Co was to "cut" the road., He was relieved on the east by a platoon
of engineéfs, and on the west by a platoon of E Co.

The Company moved out as soon after dark as it was relieved. The CO had
not been on CRUCLFIX Hill hémself and was to be guided into pq?éitinn by the
CO of C Co, Something went wrong,and the column was halted for three hours
until the two company commanders made contact,

It was a pitch black night and C Co CO inadvertantly led them over the
top of the hill instead of around it. When about 50 yds short of the peak,

C Co machine guns opened fire on the column, and a few hand grenades were
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thrown. Both company commanders shoubeddfor them to cease firing which they
-finally did., When they reached the bottom of the hill they were fired on again
by friendly outpostis.

Finally reaching their area, A Co CO discovered he had only about 40 men
with him. He placed his platoon in and around pillboxes 38, 39, and 4O, He
recuested the C Co platoon sergeant he was relieving to keep his platoon in
place until the balance of him company came up. He then dispatched his weapons
platoon sergeant back for the'ﬁeapuns platoon and the balance of the company.

The weapons platoon sergeant found the 2d platoon back in the area from
which they had depafted and the weapons platoon and the balance of the company
in their former area farther east. It was not until 1000 hrs the following
morning that the whole company reached the position.

At about 0200 hrs on the 10th Oct the enemy arty barrage increased in in-
tensity in E Co's area. At least two enemy companies attacked down the same
draw (west of the road) as the attack two days before had done., The enemy got
down to the houses just north of E Co's position and a few even got into the
courtyard (88LL56), They were fired on by machine gums (including the 50 cal
from the tanks) and mortars. According to E Co officers,they never really
made an attack but wiﬁhdraw,leaving a few snipers in the houses, 'During the
day enemy Red Cross parties were busy picking up their wounded.

Duri;ig the day five enemy tanks werie spotted in the vicinity of WAMBACH
and were taken under fire by the TD's and by friendly artillery. The results
of this fire were not observed as thg tanks withdrew out of sight.

The same day L Co, having moved thru VERLAUTENHEIDE, made a flanking
move on HAAREN from the north, They captured the northern outskirts of the

tovm without much trouble,
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K Co moved one platoon, reenforced with tank destfﬂyers, across the open
grnuﬂd, striking HAAREN from the southeast. They occupied the lower or southern
section of HAAREN without mach difficulty, capturing 6 enemy officers -and 83
EM, The balance of K Co then moved into the town.

A composite company consisting of the 18th Inf Mine Plat, the I and R plat
18th Inf, and the Reconn plat of the 634th TD Bn, had relieved the above com-
panies and was in position of the ridge 192,

"During the 11th Oct the 3d Bn consolidated and mopped up areas capbtured during
the previous day. The battalion was under constant and heavy enemy fire all day,
A patrol from Company K attempted to make contact with 30th US Infantry Division
pushing down from the north but without success. 70 prisoners were captured
during the day.

Thé same day B Co was able to evacuate its wounded, its PsWf and the |
civilians out of the chatean (8691;61;), :Just before dark two enemy tanks and
20 infantry attacked their pesitions from the north. Five got into the lines,
of whom four were killed and one captured, Friendly arty fire broke up the
balance, The tanks withdrew during the night after firing MG's only., The balance
of the night was quiet except for the usual artillery fire,

In the meantime A Co had sent the 24 plat dovn the road thruu-jl-\
and HﬁAIiEN(’ﬂﬁere they picked up two tanks from the 3d Bn) and back up the
more or less parallel road to the left to pillbox Llh,* viecinity (871461). Here
they set up a road:blnckynf mines covered by light machine guns . A burned
enemy truck which partially blocked the road formed ; a rart of the obstacle.
Two enemy moborcycles and three enemy wagons with rations for AACHEN were caught .
By this time the block had lost its element of surprise due to the wreckage

around it., |

The 2d platoon, reenforced by the light }.it}'s,ﬁevnn the left. The 1st
platoon with the HNG!'s an the right. The 3d plat (now back to near normal

=3 .



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

-

: strengt@was in support., The mortars had been set up in HAAREN,

On the 12th Oct around 0800 hrs 12 enemy tanks moved southwest on thﬁe
road to the west of RAVELS B\E‘uturned right and went into the woods vieinity
(861468). Medium and light artillery was fired on them but no hits - were observed,
B Co called for "air" but the planes arrived after the tanks had gotten in the
wands‘;,;é the results were not observed.

The company received heavy artillery fire all day. Just before dark about
100 enemy infantry were observed advancing from the woods where the tanks had
disappeared. They were well extended in a column of twa?s. Artillery and 4.2
mortars fire was placed on them breaking the attack,

A light machine gun souad leader went out to his gun and saw only one enemy
infantryman. He shot and wounded the latter, who still was able_tn escape,

The rest of the night was quiet except for the usual enemy mortar fire.

- "On 13th Oct Co L}reenfarced by j.a:nks and TD's, captured and destroyed
three_pillboxes. Co K also captured three pillboxes.  Battalion area still
under heavy mortar and artillery fire, 7 prisoners captured during the day, "
(See account of tanks and TD's for another story).

"On the 14th October company K moved up on line with company I, relieving
B Co and took defensive positionsf on RAVELS B. Hill. Enemy shelled the whole
Battaliunr area, especially company I all day. One platoon from Cannon Company,
18th Infantrj.,.; was attached to the /p'éttalian to strengthen our defensive positions.
Company K attempted to contact 30th Division but ran inte such a fire fight
before going 100 yards from their position that they had to. return. One prisoner
captured during the day."

After being relieved by X Co, B Co moved to the 4,act=:-rv district in HAAREN
EHAE night, At ISDDﬁ‘EJ )2/ ompany was alerted to move to support the 2d Bn
18th Inf in case of a breakthrough. Shortly afterward they moved out to EIIENDORF
Whete THEY occupied the cellars by about 1300 hrs., About 1500 hrs one platoon
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was ordered up to fill the gé.p between G of the 16th and G of the 18th. Shortly
afterward the rest of the company moved up in back of the dher platoon and dug
in. Their mission was to counterattack in case the enemy broke through. They
did not engage in any-fighting, however,

In the meantime a strong enemy patrol had attacked G Co. By 1030 hrs they
had gotten past the four houses at (880453). The attack was repulsed by arty,
mortar and small arms fire, This was the only enemy infantry action involving
the 2d Bn from the 1lth to 15th Oct., |

&L&; Oct A Co was given the mission of chearing three pillboxes
(41, 42, 43) to their front. During the night they laid a 60 mm and 81 mm
mortar barrage (30 to 40 rounds of each) on the three boxes and the area around
them at twenty-five minutes after the hour, The plan was that the regularity
a-::nf the barrage wounld drive the enemy iI:LtD the emplacements;; they could then
be approached at the proper time. P = ot

At 9525 three dquads were in pla;ce around the three pillboxes. The enemy had
gone inside apparently expecting the hourly barrage. Two of the squads "goofed
off" and did nothing, but the third squad, under the direction of the platoon
leader, threw a satchel charge in their pillhm;; and captured 24 prisoners.

The patrol was then withdrawn, leaving the other two boxes in enemy hands.

"During the 15th October (3d) /ﬁftalicn was in defensive pusitinnr near.
HAAREN, -Germaﬂy. Some heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire. Patrol from
composite company laid a wildcat mine block on the only road leading from
AACHEN and destroyed three enemy vehicles. No prisoners were captured. "

At davwn of the 16th Oct G Co was attacked by a patrol "in force." The attack
was repulsed by small arms and mortar Ifire.

About 1600 - 1630 hrs G Co was agein attacked, this time by 29 infantrymen
and two tanks, Artillery fire was called and "did an excellent job." However,
the tanks got past the four houses at (890453) and the .infantry got inside "gn
Co's position. Friendly tanks and TD's swept ¥he QUINX road, and the enemy ta.nksf"’f
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withdrew,

It was-errnnemualy reparted that G Co was overrun, so one platoon of B Co
was sent in to restore the posiﬁinn. They moved in after dark without trnubla,
since the position was not in fact overrun. Early the next mmfning the G Co
platoon withdrew,

During the engagement the 1lst platoon of E Co supported by two tanks moved
into G Co's po&ition. One of the American tanks was knocked out.

By this time it was dark and the platoon stayed in position, relieving
the 3d platoon of G Co. The following night (17-18 Oct) the 1st platoon of
E Co was relieved.

Before daylight the same morning, the 2d platoon commander of F Co called
his CO and said there were three enemy tanks right outside his window and that
one off them was touching the house (889457) in which his platoon GP'was.lﬂcated.
~ Actually there was a:platoon of four SP guns and one command tank which had
come in under cover of the artillery barrage. Three of them had been knocked out
by the mine field at the RJ (890457). The tank crews had left thé tanks and had
gone into the buildings,

It was a pitch black night, and the company CO asked for a platoon of B
Company (Bn support) to move in and help stop the expected attack. According.
to Capt Alfred E Koenig, F Co CO, 1t was not an attack,and the E Co platoon was
not needed.

The commander of the enemy platoon of SP weapons stated that he had
been given orders to meet his cnmp&ny'OO in the square of VERLAUTENHEIDE.

At daylight F Co CO saw six.%nemw‘tanks to the right of WAMBACH firing at
VBRLAUTENHEIDE. A FBw minutes later he saw a column of five or 8ix enemy tanks
coming toward Ms%on the military highway.

By this time the TD's were alerted and in position to fire., One seoreé
a hit on one of the enemy tanks, but it was too far away to renetrate. Three

tanks then withdrew whilethose in the vicinity of WANBACH continued to fire.
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Friendly artillery was called on them and there was a luil for a while.

Later in tﬁe morning three tanks approached from the nerth and were
lost in a ground depression. At least three others came from behind WAMVRACH
and joined the attack. Six enemy tanks (with infantry mounted on them)
attacked E and F Co from the north., At the same time at least five other
eﬁemy tanks approached from the direction of WEIDEN.

The tanks got down as far as the wicinity of (88LL60) when a TD located
in the orchard, vicinity (885455) spotted one and fired 8 rounds on a Mark
VI, but the shots "bounced off" the enemy tank's thick front armor.

However, it did stop the tank, aﬁd the others also came to a halt at this
point. The infantry dismounted and began their attack, F Co opened fire with
rifles, BAR's and MG's, hitting at least 30 of the enemy. Friendly artillery
and mortar fire also fell on the enemy and assisted in breaking up the attack.
Around noon a TD in the same vicinity got within 100 yards of a Tiger tank and
fired five rounds point-blank, apparently without effect, for the Mark VI
immediately returned the fire. The projectile penetrated the TD, knocking it
out, killing the gun sérgeant and serilously wounding two others,

However, one liark V was knocked out in this engagement. .During the late
afternoon some tanks appeared about 1200 yards to the e#st. A TD "got" one
of them, a MHark V.

During #es 178l Oct G Gq,which had been relieved by a platoon of E Co
and one of B Cniwas moved back about 100 yards and became the counterattacking
force of the Bn. The 2d plat was sent to HAAREN to support the 3d Bn, where they
were placed in pillboxes southwest of RAVELS B, Hill.

The 2d Bn CO sent the "extra" men of B Co to retake the four houses
in QUINX (890L53). He wanted the 16th Infantry to move up to the orchard and
tie in with the 18th but it was never worked out,

(For the account of the attack on K Co 18th Oct., read Enclasure (No )

prepared by the 3d Bn, 18th Inf.)
Sk =
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~ About noon on the 18th Oct B Co was alerted to move, and their CO ordered
to report to the 3d Bn CP, G Co returned to their position in the line relieving
B Co.

B Co CO was cr&ered to get one plat to RAVEIS B. Hill as quickly as
possible, The 24 plat moved to the vicinity of pillboxes (11-14). By the time
the Cq/ﬁbmmander found out what the situation was 1t was getting dark. So he
placed the 2d plat (the first one to arrive) in K Co's line, who suffered
heavy casualties getting into position. The 1st plat occupied pill boxes i S
16 and 17. The 3d platoon was ordered to RAVELS B. as soon as pﬁssible and to
report to the company CO in pillbox no. 1,

The enemy had retaken pillboxes 3, 5 and 6, Plans were made for
retaking them, B Co was to take no, 3 and X to retake no. 5. B (o equipped
a souad with pole charges, bazookas and rifle grenades, The pole charge was
used, but not a'shot'was fired. Eleven priéoners were-captured, but the enemy
was alerted in nos, 5 and 6 éﬂd K Co was unable to take no ., 5. The eneny
were Iiring captured HMG's at the American forces,

On h;;flﬁigjﬂct B Co ordered a squad to retake no., 6. For Some reason the
squad decided tﬁ take no, 5 first, They surrounded the box and one man went
down to open the door but was shot and wounded, The EM iﬁ'the "fort" wanted |
to surrender but the officer wouldn't let them, A bajooka was then fired at
the bn;iaftar which 16 enemy surrendered, Thelnffiqar and three enlisted men
remained inside., XK Co then moved down and occupied the'buxicapturing those
who had remained inside. (The officer was still arrogant ), The squad then
surrounded no, 6 and the enemy surrendered,

In the meantime X o CO had ordered ;;;za tank to €0 around the hill (on
the forward slope) to knock out the pillboxes (nos, 5> and 6) on the west of the
hill. The tank fired on one box when it was knocked out, by one shot from

an enemy weapon. (See account on +anks and TD's),
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The two - companies then got the hill reorganized, (The first plat of B
Co was still in pillboxes nos. 15, 16, and 17). About 1400 the heaviest mortar
and mortar and artillery'barragé yet, was thrown at the hill by the enemy,

All the boxes were brought under plataon'trajectnfy fire and the men in fox-
holes around them suffered haévy casualties,

Immediately after the barrage, one or two énemy tanks and two companies
of infantry attacked the hill (see sketch), They succeeded in capturing pill.
box Ho. 3 (all the B Co men around the box were either killed or wounded. The
attack was stopred with the nelp of friendly arcillery, Shortly afterwards ¥
Co retook the box, capturing 17 or 18 prisoners,

Both companies had suffered heavy casualties,;;é‘fﬁét night at dark
the last platoon of B Co was moved into the line,

The 20th Oct L Co was ordered to relieve K. X and B Coﬁﬁanies were sepa-
rated and organized. L Co occupied pillboxes 1,2, '3, 5 and the high ground to
the north and northeast. B occupied the balance of the boxes,

On the 21st Oct companies A and B were ordered to change nlaces B Co
moved what was left of the 24 and 3d platoons back to HAAREN (where replacements
were waiting) during daylight. One plat of A Co going into their positions,

The 2d plat of B Co became the support platoon, and went into poistion in the
cellarg of the house, vicinity (872L57) The 34 plat remained in HAAREN all day .
and and then relieved another platoon of A Co, going into position around
pillboxes 39 and 40. The latter then relieved the 1st platoon of B Co, who
moved back to HAAREN, got replacements and relieved the last platoon of 4 (o,
going into position around pillbox 4l and the ground east of it, and cutting the
road from HAAREN to zu WEIDEN., The relief was completed by OLOO the 224 Qct,
By this time the city of AACHEN had fallen and no further serious attempts
to penetrate the positions of the 18th or 16th Inf.RegtS'yere made by the enemy,

s
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The following persons were interviewed by the Historical Officer in

connection with this account:

Maj. Henry V, Middleworth Regt. S - 3

lst Lt, Astor H, Mprris Regt. Asst. S-3

Capt. Donald Courrier Regt. S-1

Capt . Edward M, Solomon Heghb. Asst, S-2

laj. Robert W, Green ' 1st Bn. Ex. Off.

Gapt; Jesse R, Miller | "B Co commander

1st Lt. Wim, E, Tolbert B Oo B, OFfP,

Capt.- Bowers "D" Co commander

1st Lt. Harold P. Monica Y Geo Ex, Off.

1lst Sgt, Odell G. Benedict Dt 1sh Sok,

Capt . Herbert H, Scott-Smith "A" Co commander, until 15 Oct.

Lt. Col., John Williams 24 Bn commander

Uapt. He T, Coffman "B" Co commander

lst Lt, Maxwell A, McCulloch "B* Co Bx, OFF,

lst Lt, James E; Talty "E" Co Weapons platoon leader

T/Sgt, Donald J. Kinney 3d platoon sergeant

T/Sgt. Harry Kelly 1st nlatoon sergeant
- 8/Sgt.. McDonald Newton Squad lesder

Capt. Alfred E, Koenig "F" Co commander

st Lt, Stanley V., Summers WPt Co Ex, OfF.

1st Lt, Freddie T Towles "F* Co plat leader

Capt. Gorden A, Jeffrey "G" Co commander

1st Lt. Randolph F., Paulsen "G" Co Ex. Bff,
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Battle of Aachen - 18th I’nfa_nbzz Regiment

(1) At the time this report was writtﬂa there had hot as

yet been an ﬁppartunity to mnt.ac'b the camuder of Ce C who was in the haapit.al
in Bupen. (2) Due t5 the need for training for the next operation, She Historical
Cfficer was mﬁmad :'pérmiusim& to 'inf.miﬂiﬁa -cmrnpany officers of _thﬁ 3d Bn.
The accownt of this battalion is taken almost -mtirelér from the Bn Journal.

R i . R

The following excerpts from FO #30, Hq 18th Inf, Regb., 2 Oct. Lk,
indicate the general plan of operation of the regimental combat team in the
actions to be dascrihed: | |

", b. - VII H mpa attacks northeast to form a juntion with XIX US
Garpa northeast E.f AACHEN, XIX US Bnrps on our north attacks to the east to
breach the BIEG?RIEB LIHE an,d cut, aff A&SHEN frmthq northeast. Time of
PPPR g oo #% AN

"2sa. - CT 18 a.t-taeksmiu seize high ground northeast of EILENDORF, and,
in conjunction with the advance of 30th US Inf Div on our morth, to cut off
AACHEN from the northeast,eee

3. a8, = Ed Bn 18th Inf (reinf) attacks through present positions of 3rd
Bn 18th Inf and 2nd Bn 16th Inf, seizes and secures VERLAUTENHEIDE to secure a
line of departure for 1lst Bn 18th inf, and to provide a base of fire.

- 1st Bn 18th Inf (reinf) attacks from positions in vicinity of
VERLAUTENHEIDE secured by 2nd Bn 18th Inf to seize and secure CRUCIFIX HILL
(Hi1l 239) and cut HAAREN-BROICHWEIDEN ROAD. | |

- 3rd Bn 18th Inf (reinf) initially supports attack of 2nd Bn 18th Inf
by fire on known targets in vicinity of HAAREN; attacks to seize and secure
ridge at 874k (see Operation Overlay) in conjunction with the attack of 1lst Bn

18th Inf on CRUCIFIX HILL.®
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After an artillery barrage. preparation from 0300 to 0400 hours on the
morning of 8th Uf;t » the 2d Bn passed thru the position of G Co 16th Inf and
jumped off from the ID just as’ the rarrage lifted. The Bn was supported by
ten taﬁks. (See account of tanks and TD's for details).

The Bn jumped off E on the left and F on the right, abreast, and C Co in

support. F Co moved forward wikh fm platoons abmst. » one in support, swo
squa#té abreast (in squad column) and one in the rear. Each company had a platoon
of HMG's attached,

The mission of Co F was to secure the QUINX viecinity and the northeastern
part of VERLAUTEFHEIDE. That of E Co was to secure the northwestern portion
of the town while G Co was to secure the southern part.

The Bn i’aliﬂued the barrage as closely as possible in order to get to the
area before the enemy came up out of their foxholes.

The first platoon of F Co, on the left flank, succeeded in making a break
through the enemy line and got to their aﬁjarl’;jtiva' Hit.h very little tmubla;
except for being diaurganiseeii.ﬁ They followed a depression in the ground and
were on their objective beofre the enemy had time to get organized. _

The 2d platoon on the right flank got about Ralfway across the clearing
when t.ﬁe mortars of the 16th Inf, which were supposed to keep the enemy in their
holes along the road on the right flank suﬂdenly ceased firing., Enemy machine
guns along the road opened fire on the 2d platoon, pinning them down and causing
some caﬁualtias.-, The company CO attempted to get mortar fire on them again but
m unable to do so.

He then sent the 3d platoon around to the left to follew the 1st. They
were a bit disorganized but got into town and on their objective without much
trouble, |

The platoon leader of the 24 platoon was hit in both legs but kept on going.
Abot a squad finally got thru to QUINX. (The balance had become cayfsualties
or had gotten lost in the confusién.) They naptured an AT gun, vieinity
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(88945L) and cleaned out the western portion of QUINX capturing 30 PsW. They
then.pmeadad to their area of VERLAUTENHEIDE. 1
As soon as the 2d platoon cleared QUINX, the "Ranger" platoon (a composite
platoon) was sent in to hold t-hé village and block the road.
The Co CO moved out with the CP group abreast af the "Ranger" platoon.
The MG fire, above, split them into three groups, which finally reasserbled in
the 1lst platoon srea, While moving to the 2d and 3d platoon area, he got too
far out in front and ran into an enemy columm approaching VERIAUTENHEIDE from
the north, He fired into them (killing 5 or 6) and beat a hasty retreat.
prlw the enemy colwrn continued m‘ were stopped by the 3d platoon
with #ifle and machine gun fire. The roads were swept for mines and a platfom of
tanks called up. One finally arrived sbout 1000 hours. X '
E Co moving abreast of F Co from the ID had their left flank guiding on
the road running south out of VERLAUTENHEIDE,. They crossed over the road at
RJ (887453) and moved through town #ith very little trouble. They did not
attempt to tlﬁmughly clear the tom., They moved to t-hei:i area ami:_bﬂgaﬁ
digging in.
Just prior to daylight sbout 100 enemy infantry came down from CRUCIFIX HILL
and attacked the lst platoon E Co who fired 60 mm mortars and ¥i's at them.
Also a few riflemen would fire while the others continued to @ig in. By 1000
hours the attack was broken and 90 PsW had been taken.
During almost the entire day enemy mortar and arty fire fell on the town.
About 2100 at least a company of enemy infantry, supported by mortar fire
came down the draw to the west of the road leading to WURSELEN, hitting the
1st platoon apgain. Five succeeded in getting into thé position, of whom four
m captured and one killed. 12 were killed within 12-15 yards of the
HMG position. Four or five others were killed i)y rifle or ¥G fire and the

~attack was broken.
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G Co left EILENDORF about 0830, under intermittant enemy shelling. The
company moved in e@lm of platcons, extended in depth and followed the
approximste route of the other two companies. The 2d platoon was the first bo
reach VERIAUTENHEIDE, It moved in on the right flank of F Co cutting the road
Junction (887454). The éntire Company was in the town by 1100 hours and buttoned
up, as shown, arowid the southern part.

| The 1st Babtalion had the mission of ta.ldng Crueifix Hill, and organizing
the ground mund it for defense, ..ﬂ:h the same time the WEIDEN-HAAREN road was
to be cut by fira,' and its use as an escape or reinforcement route for the
forces in AACHEN denied to the enemy,

The Bn €O and farwaﬁ Cemmd Group were the {irst elements of the Bn to
move across the open ground to the jump-off positions in VERLAUTENHEIDE. By
this time the enemy was aware of .what was going ﬂnl and had registered heavily
on the town, as well as the _%Emanh w it f:mui big *m.n Inf positions, Orders
Imare given for the Bn to uﬂ{lﬁraﬁe into VERIAHT&EHEEE by platocn groups.
Noving through "the heaviest artillery and mortar fire encountered by the Bn
since the breakthrough at HARIGNY", the cﬂmpanias did not reach their jump-off
positions until 1500 hours. |

Bhe men were arsed with pole charges, satchel charges, flame throwers,

and bangalore turpadaea s in addition to their normal infantry weapons,
to enable them to knock mut the pillboxes that stood in their path, a large
percentage of the men making the attack had only had their induction to combat
a week or so before. They were not finished soldiers in any sense of the word.

The ﬁ‘rﬂer to attack was given at 1530, and C Co reenforced by the "Ranger"
Platoon, (a composite platoon) and one platoon of HiG's a.tta.chﬁ from Co }i},
moved forward along the crest of the ridge leading to CRUCIFIX HILI..

Successfully kmk:!ng:‘;tha pillboxes thal steod inthairwﬂ Co led by
| Capt. Bobbie E. Brown (wounded three tim) reached their objective and by 1630
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thh.ﬂlmnﬁm.yinthﬂrm;

~ In moving from EILENDORF to VERLAUTENHEIDE, A Co had suffered 20 casualties
from the mortar and artillery barrage, 13 of which were in the 3d platoom.

In the order of attack A Co was echeloned to the left rear of C Co with the
mission of clearing out the area south of the sunken rosd between YERTAUTENTEIDE
and HAARFN, The 1st platoon was to clean out the triahgle ares north of the road
mhsm{%ﬂﬁ)m(mm}.mxﬂmamWMalmmmMm
to the south of that road, The latter platoon had hardly potten sbarted when the
pMMlaamm;mhnrmafmmmme;mmmm
shell. They quickly bogged down due to the loss of their lesder, the other
losses sustained, heavy enemy fire and darimess, "hen darkness came the Co
CO could find only five or six members of the platoon. :

mmmmmmmmmw@wmmﬂm
mmmmmmrmmnrmgphmhwfm They had
not taken pillbox no. 15::;"_;'_. m"’{?ﬁﬁmﬁmmmmmmﬂf the
1st, extending down to just shart of the drew, replacing the 3d. During the night
five to seven men of the 3d drifted in to the Co CP so the 2d plat was pulled out
and the 3d agnin sent in.

The 8th Oct, B Co was Bn support. They moved out of EIIENDORF areund noon
in single file, subjected to mortar and arty fire. Reaching VERLAUTHNNEIDE,
mmmmmummﬁheémhmwmarmm,tmm
with C Co on the left and the 2d Bn on the right. There they remained for the
night and the following day.

"4t 1330 hrs, the 3d Bn with Cos I and K in the assgult pushed forward to
seize Hi11 192 which extends from AACHEN to CRUCIFIX HILL. The companies
received intense mortar and small arms fire all the vay to the objective, but
the companies closed on the objective so swiftly that the ridge wes taken in
two bours time, During the afternoom, one plat of K Co war moved over to the
SCHEIDS woods wicinity (8¢6448). The rest of I and K companies shifted Smm along
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the ridge to the right. (froni Bn Journal). At 1600 hru L Co was ordered to clean
out the factﬂrj town of ROTHE ERDE. This was all street fighting and by night

one platoon of Co L occupied one half of the large rubber factory (866430) and
the Germans the other half, A7 PsW were captured during ﬁhe day.,

During the night Co's I and K sent patrols forward with the mission of de~
termining the enemy strength in and around HAAREN (HAAREN was proposed objective
for 3d Bn on the 9th Oct). The Co K patrol got within 500 yards southeast of
objective when they ran into an assembly area that the enemy was using to
form a counterattacking force. A short but terrific fire fiéht ensued with unknown
results, Our patrol suffered nmo casualties, MNeanwhile, the Co I patrol reached
the edge of HAAREN without inﬁiﬁant. Forth seven prisoners ﬂ'&?& captured during
the day, "

The morning of 9th October the enemy “Qatt:ratad“ CRUCLFIX HILL with shell and .
mortar fire, At 0615 the enemy attempted to retake the hill byl storm, and three |
waves of infantrymen, and assault engineers attacked its northern and western
slopes., The men of C Co held their fire until the enemy was almost upuﬁ the.

Then they opened up with a "murderous grazing fire that piled the onrushing
Germans in front of their very foxholes. One section of B Co's HiMG's particularly
distinguished itself, the gunners swinging their guns with free treverse and
blazing away at ewemy German in sight. The enemy (or wha..tavar shattered remnants
were left) withdrew as suddenly as they had attacked, leaving forty some-odd dead
strewn on the bloody slopes of CRUCIFIX HILL. 35 PsW were taken." (from Bn Journal),

During the morning of the 9th Oct A Co moved the 24 platoon thru C Co puaitimn'
and just after daylight attacked the group of pillboxes (18-24) from the north.
CThe latter were generzlly sited to | fire to the south). By 0800 pillboxes no.
17,19,22, 23 and 2L had fallen leaving 12 still occupied by the enemy., The latter
could not be taken because it was covered by fire from pillboxes 13, 1k and 15,
about 150 yards to the east,

Four boxes, 13,- 14, 15 and 16 and the house at (87254530) were still in
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eneny hands, The Co CO was unable to get 4.2 mortar or arty fire on them due to
the close pm:imity of friendly troops. He then pulled his plat back and fifed
a limited no. of rounds of 81 mm ﬁbrtar around no, 16, In the meantime, he had
requested C Co to send some men down to divert their att.entiaﬂ; Just after the
81 mm mortar fire two C Co men made their way to the box without difficulty and
placed a pole charge in the embrazure and walked off. Nine enemy came out of the
box and were picked up by A Co.

The terrain was very open and mkm sloped to the south, It was almost impos-
sible to get tanks into position to fire on the enemy strongpoints s The lst
plav ﬁaa unable to move forward because of them, Late in the morning A Co
succeeded in getting two 155 SP's up to (877453) from which position they fired
at the boxes still in enemy hands. The 155's smashed one but did not damage the
other two, The 24 plat buttoned up around the pillboxes they had taken while
the 1st and 3d plats closed in back in the ‘_fl&_itﬁ;t’g' of the triangle.

Just before dark A Co was ordered to send some men to close the gap between
C Co (on CBUCIFIX HILL) and E Co. The Co CO sent up the 3d plat. He then
outposted the line held by the 3d with a sqd of men from the mortar section.

iath E Co and the 2d Bn had set up their CP!'s in the hoﬁae (8370L535)
Jjust across the road from the junction of the QUINX road. At 0300 on the
9th Oct an intense enemy arty bombardment woke up both F Co and 2d Bn staffs.
At O4C0 a Bn eof enemy infantry moved mp the QUINX road in the attack, They
pushed back a G Co platoon in QUINX and 2 sqd of F Co lst plat. The enemy had
reached the RJ in front of the CP and had contrel of it. |

F Co CO took the remainder of the G Co plat (one squad) one squad of the
first plat F Co, the "Ranger" plat and the CP group and built up a fire line
in front of the house, tying in with the 1lst plat of F Co.

The enemy started a fire in the harﬁ; about 20 feet away with tracers. A
platoon of G Co had their CP there. The men had gone dﬂﬂ;l into the (potato)
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cellar for protection from the shelling, When the barn caught fire it was
imperative for them to get out. T/Sgt. Wm, L. Reed mansged to get out of the
cellar with a "Tommy gun® which he fired into the enemy, thus allowing the others
to get out.

There was a 45 minute 1lull and the attack started again. The enemy worked
their way as close to the CF as possible, firing t@w AT rockets completely
thbhough the house, some of them getting across the street on the same side as
the CF, where they were stopped by the fire line bult up (above) and the ,50
cal. MG from an AT gun. |

Just bfafnm daylight the Co C@® called for th_& tanks about 150-200 yards to
the north. It took an hour for the crews to asserble and the tanks to reach the
area. They finally got there about dawn,

Five tanks and one TD were finally in position about (0736) , and were given
orders "to shoot everything ahead" aecross the street ém sketeh in Tank and TD
account ). Consequently, both the tanks and the. TD "sprayed® the bﬁildinga across
the street with .hﬂ fire and blaged some of them with the 75 mm gun.

Using a plat from E Co, and a sqgd from the 2d plat F Co the F.Gﬂ.ﬂ{)bmﬂ
a flanking movement clockwise, with the tanksf.whila the eneny turned and ran., The
line ﬁaa restored and the men really :;é in in earnest.

A few of the enemy had swung around to the south where they ran into the
mortar uac'l;.:lan and were repulsed by small arms fire, I1ne Bn CO then ordered
every house in VERLAUTENHEIDE completely searched for enemy. ar

The artillery, not knowing Jjust what the situation ?ras s fired on the rear
of the enemy column with unknown résnlts .

"At ﬂaybreak, 9 Oct, enemy mortars and arty began shelling I and K Co
~ positions. The shelling lasted about one hour and after it lifted the enemy was
seen to be infiltrating ‘farward from pillboxes and a draw which ran along the

flank of our podtion., The enemy was immediately taken under fire by 81 and 60
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mortars, in as much as the enemy was too close to our lines that friendly arty
fire was impossible. The MG's of Co I firing on the final protective line
delivered a murderous cross fire as the enemy came toward the Bn posibions.
Enemy casualties were very high with 25 knowm dead and many wounded., Twenty-

' seven enemy prisoners were taken during this action. The attack was successfully

g L i

beaten off and by 1800 hrs L Co had completely cleared th& town of ROTHS ERDE,

and was w&rlmking the center of the eity of AACHEN. Apprm;ﬂmta].y 1000 rds of

enemy mortar and arty fire fell on the Battalion positions dwing the day. At

1700 hrs Company I was detached from the 3d Bn and attached to the 1st Bn, 18th
Infantry, to assist in taking the last enemy-held hill in 1st Division sector
(RAVELS B. HILL}.; Thirty three prisoners were taken during the day by the

3d Battalion, 18th Infantiy."

During the dead of night (9+10) B and I Co's moved out to take RAVEIS B,
Hill, B Co, in the lead, was moving in colum of plateons, 3d, lst,weapons
platoon plus a section of HME's, and the 2d platoon. The plan was to slip thru
as quietly as possible and get on the hill without a fight,

The head of the column suddenly found itself in front of two enemy held
pillboxes (nmos. 4L and L6), The Bnen,w could be seen and heard moving around
inside them. The column was halted, then retraced its path and moved northeast
along the road and turned left again about 50 yards south of the enemy-held
pillbex (no 47). Three enemy could be seen sitting on top of the "box" smoking
and t.a}_k;_’l.ug. Six ow eight enemy were spotted mo¥ing pmllel to the colum but
were lost when they got to the road to the northwest.

The iﬁ plat got across said road when a horse drawn cart with two enemy
came down the road. The column halted, and allowed them to pass without firing
a shot. This road was used all might long by infantry droops moving in or out
of AACHEN.

The column moved t;a the north of RAVELS B. and then zmmg around to the
west and south. They immediately began orgenizing the hill. Pillbex no. # was cleared
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netting two Psi. At daylight mo. 6 was cleared and by 0800 all pillboxes
from mos, 1 - 8 had been cleared without firing a shot.

Later in the morning, an énemy detail of four men with chow for 65 men
came into the mﬁ and were captured. (Part of the chow was ezten by some
of the Americans in preference to cold rations), ILater in the day eight enemy,
who had gone into the chateau ( 869#615311‘51' protection against the shelling,moved
over toward the hill. A BAR man opened fire on them, killing an affic‘er and
two Zi. Two escaped, .and a Lt. Col., a first sergeant and a buck sergeant
were captured., This was the first fire as yet s but gave away the fact that
Americans were on the hill, |

During the day B and I companies had eight casualties and had ﬂa.i:ltlﬂ'ﬂﬂ
1), enemy including ome office. That night I Co extended to the east and

occupied pillboxes 4k, 45 and 46. B Co was able to make contact with the
1st Bn patrol and radio by this time.

During the 10th Oct & Co did not have much planned as they had nothing to
work with., The lst platoon had lost eleven men and they still had not taken
the house (87254530) and pillboxes 13, 14 and 15,

A Co CO was alepted that night and told that he was to close the gap
between C ﬂamﬁaUﬁIMHII.L (878457) and I Co who had moved to pillbox A4
(872462). A Co was to "cut” t;ha road, He was relieved on the east by a platoon
of engineers, and on the west by a platuﬁn of E Co.

The Company mﬁd out as soon after dark as it was relieved. The 0 had
not been on CRUCIFIX Hill hémself and was to be guided into poisition by the
CO of C Co. Something went wrong and the column was halted for three hours
until the two company commanders made conmtact.,

It was a pitch black night and C Co CO inadvertantly led them over the
top of the hill instead of around it. When about 50 yds short of the peak
.C Co machine guns opened fire on the column, and a few h;,nd grenades were

g e



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

| throvm. Beth company cormanders MMG:' them to cease firing which they
finally did., When they reached the .bﬁttﬁm of the hill they were fired on again
by friendly outposts.

Finally reaching their area, A Co CO discovered he had only about 40 men
with him. He placed his platoon in and around pillboxes 38, 39, and 40, He
recuested the C Co platoon sergeant he was relieving to keep his platoon in
place until the balance of him company came up. He then diapatnl‘ied his weapons |
platoon sergeant back for the weapons platoon and the balance of the company,

The weapons platoon sergeant found the 2d platoon back in the sres from
which they had departed and the weapons platoon and the balance of the company
in their former area farther east. It was not until 1000 hrs the following
morning thet the whole company reached-tha position.

At about 0200 hrs on the 10th Oct the enemy arty barrage increased in in-
tmﬁty in E Co's area. M#mmm acﬂpmiﬁa attacked down the same
draw (west of the road) ag.}ii.he attauktm days hafﬁra had done. The enemy got
down to the houses just north of ¥ Co's position and a few even got into the
courtyard (884456). They were fired on by machine gums (including the 50 cal
from the tanks) and mortars. Aceording to E Co officers tlhej never really
made an attack but withdrew leaving a few snipers in the houses, During the
day enemy Red Cross parties were busy picking up their wounded,

During the day five enemy tanks were spotbted in the vicinity of WAMBACH
and were taken under fire by the TD's and by friendly artillery. The results
of this fire were not observed as the tanks withdrew out of sight.

The same day L Co, having moved thru VERLAUTENHEIDE, made a flanking
move on HAAREN from the north. They eﬁﬁburad the northern outskirts of the

town without much trouble,
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K Co moved one plateon, reenfme& with tank destroyers across the epen .
ground striking HAAREN from the southeast. They occupied the lower or southern
section of HAAREN without much ﬂffimlﬁy, capturing 6 enemy officers and 83
Ell. The balance of K Co then moved into the town.

A composite company comsisting of the 185h Inf Mine Flat, the I and R plat
18th Inf, and the Reconn plat of the 634th TD Bn, had relieved the above com
panies and was in position of the ridge 192,

| “During the 11th Oet the 3d Bn consolidated and mopped ﬂp areas ﬁapt.md during
the previous day. The battalion was under constant and heavy enemy fire all day.
A patrol from Company K attempted to make comtact with 30th US Infantry Divisien
pushing down from the north but without success. 70 prisoners were captured
during the day.” |

The same day B Co was able to #vacuata its mundad itu Ps¥ and the
20 infan‘t.ry attacked their ﬁaitima frnm the north. Five gat into the lines
 of whom four were killad_ and one captured. Friendly arty fire broke up the

‘balance, The tanks wi}.hdm during the night after firing Eﬂ}ta only. The balanca =
of the night was quiat- ‘except fnr the uml artillery fire,

In the meantine .ﬁ, Co had sent the 2d plat down t.he road thru Haar perg
MEMREH(% tbu,y picked up two tanks from the 3d Bn) and back up the
‘more or less paranel road to the left to pillbox Lh, vicinity (871461), Here
t.hay set up a rua.d ﬁlaek, of mines covered by light machine guns . A burned
enemy truck which partially blocked the rnad formed xmx a part. ef the obstacle.

Two enenmy mmm mﬁ three enemy wagam with rations for AACHEN were caught , '
By this time the }‘*%bﬂk ‘had lost its element of surprise due to the wreckage
around it. = ]i J

The 2d pl&'&m,mfamd by the light IG's were on the 'laft. The 1st

platoon with the Hmﬁ: were on the right. The 3d plat (now back to near normal
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strength was in support, The mortars had been set up in HAAREN, /
h On the 12th Oet around 080C hrs 12 enery tanks moved southwest m; th e |
road to the west of RA‘[P-E.I.S Bey turned right and went into the woods viei_n:it;r
(861468). Medium and 1ight artillery was fired on them but mo hits were observed,
B Co called for "air" but the planes arrived after the tanks had gotten in the
woods and the results wers not observed.

The company received heavy artillery fire all day. Just m éa.rk about
100 enenw infantry were observed advancing from the woods where the tanks had
diaa.ppearﬂd They were well extended in a column of tmﬁ*n. mmery and 4,2
mortars fire was placed on them breaking the atitack, |

A light mchina gun squad leader went out to his gun and saw only one enemy
:l.nfa.nbrymn He shot and wounded the httar, who still was able to escape,

The rest of the night was quiet execept for the usual enemy mortar fire,

"Gn 13th Oct Co L r&Wd by s m-r!mz éapt.umd and destroyed
three pillboxes. Co K also mtureﬂ thﬁe pillboxes. Battalion area still

under heavy mortar and artillery fire, 7 prisoners captured during the day.,
(See account of tanks and TD's for another story),

"On the lith Gctaber company K moved up on line with company 1, relieving
B Co and took defensive positionsf on RAVELS B, Hill, Enemy shelled the whole
Battaliﬂ:n area, aapecialL‘Ly company I all day. One platoon from Canron Company
18th Infantry was attached to the Battalion to strengthen our defensive positions,
Company K af,metad 1ilsa::u contact 30th Division but ran into such a fire fisht
before going 100 ?arﬁa from their position that they had teo return, One pi'ianr_m-
captured during the day,“ |

After being relimd by K Co, B Co moved to the factory district in HAAREN
Wnight At 1500;36#!13 f}unpanym alerted to move to auppnrt. the 2d Bn
18th Inf in case af a. braakthrmh. Shortly afterward they moved out to EILENDORF
mmmﬁ t.ha cellars by about 1300 hre. About 1500 hrs one platoon
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was ordered up to fill the gap between G of the 16th and G of the 18th, Shortly

afterward the rest of the company moved up in back of the dher platoon and dug
in, Their mission was to counterattack in case the enemy broke through. They
did not engage in any fighting however,

In the meantime a strong enemy patroli had attacked G Co. By 103C hrs they
had gotten past the _funr_ houses at (890453). The attack was repulsed by arty,
"mortar and small arms fire, This was the only enemy infantry actinn.invnlving
the 24 Bn from the 11lth te 15th Oct.

The lith Oct A Co was given the mission of clearing three pillboxes
(41, 42, 43) to their front. During the night they laid 2 60 mm and 81 mm
mortar barrage (30 to 4O rounds of each) en the three boxes and the area around
them at twenty-five minutes after the hour. The plan was that the regularity |
of the barrage would drive the enemy into tha emplacements and they could then
be approached at the proper time.

it 8525 thres douads were mpm mmﬁ the three pilliboxes., The enemy had
gone inside apparently expecting fha hourly ‘Eaarra.g;h Two of the squads "goofed
off" and did nothing, but the third squad, under the direction of the ;-:ls:blaon
‘leader threw a satchel charge in their pillbex, and captured 24 prisoners,

_The patrol was then withﬁram leaving the other two boxes in enemy hands.,

"During the 15th October (3d) Battalion was in defensive positiong néar
HAAREN Gt;mny.c Sm&e heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire. FPatrol from
composite company laid a wildcat mine block on the only road leading from
MCi!EH and destroyed three enemy vehicles. Ko prisoners were captured, ®

At dawvn of the 16th Oct G Co was attacked by a patrol "in force.” The attack
was repulsed by small arms and morter fire, i

Ahoﬂt.}.&f)ﬂ - ;1630 hrs G Ce was again aﬁtacked,‘thiﬂ time by 29 infantrymen
and two tanks, .&rt.illary fire was called and "did an axcalient- job " However,
the tanks got past the four houses at (890453) and the infanbry got inside wG®
Cot's position. Friendly tanks and TD's swept phe QUINX road, and the enemy tanks/
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withdrew,

It was erroneously repadrted that G Co was overrun so one platoon of B Co
was sent in to restore the position. They moved in after dark without treuble
~since the position was not in faet overrun, Early the next morning the ¢ Co
platoon withdrew. |

Dnring the engagm the 1lst plateon of E Co suppurb&e‘l by two tanks moved
:l.nta G Co's pokition, One of the American tenks was m&md out ,

By this time it was dark and the platoon stayed in position relieving
t-he 3d platoon of G Co., The fﬂrllmring night (17-18 Oct) the 1st platoon of
E Co was relieved.

BEfﬂI‘E daylight the same morning, the 2d platoon mm of F Co called
his €0 and said there were three enemy tanks right mﬁt.s”ide his window and that
one off them was touching the house (829457) in which his platoon CP was located.
Actually there was a: pla:t@cn of fnﬁr SP guns, m atb cﬂmnd tank which had
come in under cover of thé ﬁ%ilm i!:xaﬁa'.-:-éa.ge.. Three a'! them had been lmocked out
by the mine field at the RJ (890457). The tank crews had left the tanks and had
gone into the buiIdinga.

It was a pitch black night, and the company (O asked for z platoon of &
Company (Bn support) to move in and help stop the expected attack. According
to Cart Alfred E Kmig, F Co €O it was not an attack and t_lhe_ & Co platoon was
not needed, | j

The commander of the enemy platoon of SP weapons stated lthat_‘. he had
been given orders to meet his company CO in the souare of WHTEMEEE.

At daylight P Ga. (0 saw six enemy tanks to the right f:*5i}E:BAFH firing at
VEBRLAUTENHEIDE. A FBw minutes later he saw a eulm of five or zix enemy tanks
coming toward his poiftion on the military highway, s

By this time the TD's were alerted and in position to fira One seoreéd
a hit on ene of the enemy tanks but it wes too far away to penetrate, Three
taaku then withdrew whilethose in the vicinity of WANBACH mminm to fire,

.I
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Frieﬂdlyartillewm called on them and there H;u a Iull for a while.
Later in the morning three tanks approached from the north and were

- Jost in a2 ground depression., At least three ﬁ'bhar_a came f{rom behind WAVBACH

and joined the attack., Six ememy tanks (with infantry mounted on them)

attacked E and F Co from the north. At the same time at. least five other

enemy tanks aprroached from the direetiaﬁ of WEIDEN, .

The tanks got down as far as the vicinity of (884460) when a TD loeated
in the orchard, vicinity (885455) spotted ene and fired 8 rounds on a Mark
VI, but the shots "bounced of f" the enemy tank's thick fromt 'armar. .-

Hﬁﬁﬂer, it did stop the tank, and the others also came ta a halt at this
point. The infa:rt.:y dismounted and began their attack., F Co opened fire -ith
rifles, BAR's and lG's, hitting at least 30 of the enemy, Friendly artillery
and mortar fire also fell on the enemy and assisted in brezking up the attack.
Around noon a2 TD in the same vicinity ?t. withjﬂjﬂgnrds of a Tiger tank and

mﬁ'ﬁ \ 1\
1y without effect, for the Vark VI

‘:-_':,' "’.'F
-

fired five rounds point hlm;, apparen
immedistely returned the firh The prejectile penetrated the TD knocking it

out, killing the gun sergeant and seriously wounding two others,

Hmvér, one Mark V was knocked out in this engagement. During the late
afternoon some tanks appeared about 1200 yards to the east., A ID "got" gne
of them, a Hark V. |
~ During the 17¢h Oct G Co which had been relisved by a platoon of & Co
and one of B Co was moved back about 100 yards and became the counterattacking

force of the Bn., The 24 plé.t. was sent Lo HAAREN to support the 3d Bn, where they
. were placed in pillboxes southwest of RAVEIS B, Hill_.

The 2d Bn 0O sent the "extra" men of B Co to retake the four houses
in QUINX (890453). He wanted ﬁhe 16th Infantry to Me_@ to the orchard and
tie in with the 18th but it was never mr;s:&d out .

(For the account of the attack om K Co 18th Oct., read Enclusure (He )

prapared by the Bd Bn, 18th Inf.) “
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About noon on the 18th Oct B Co was alerted to move, and their CO ordered
to report to the 3d Bn CP. G Co returned to their positien in the line relieving
B 0h '

B Co CO was ordered to get one plat to RAVELS B. Hill as quickly as
possible, The 2d plat moved to the vicinity of pillboxes ( 1i~14). By the time
the Co Commander found ouwt what the situation was it was getting dark. Se he
placed the 2d plat (the first ana- to arrive) in K Cots linej:: suffered
heavy casualties getting into position. The 1st plat occupied pill .bﬁxea 155
16 and 17. The 3d platoon was ordered to RAVELS B. a8 soon as possible and to
report to the company CO in pilibex ne. 1.

The enemy had retaken pillbexes 3, 5 and 6. Plan# were made for
retaking them. B Co was to take no.3 and X to retake no. 5. B Co ecgzipped

a squad with pole charges, bagookas a.nd rifle grenadaa. The pole charge was

used but not a shot was fi@@ Elwﬁ . prisoner :
was alerbed in nes. 5 ané;iﬂandf(% :a.a unable to take no . 5. The enemy
were firing captured HlMG's at the American forces.

On the 19th Oct B Co ordered a squad to retake no. 6. For some reason the
squad decided to take no. 5 first. They surrounded the box erd one men went
down to open the door but was shot and wounded, The EM in the "fort" wanted
to surrender but the officer wouldn't let them. A baiwka was then fired at
the box after which 16 enemy surrendered, The officer and three enlisted men
.mm,ned inside, K Co then moved down and occupied the box capturing those
who had remained inside, (The officer was still arrogant). The scusd then
surrounded no. 6 and the enemy surrendered,

In the meantime K Co CO had ordered mim a tank to go around the hill (on
the forward slope) to kmgk out the pillboxes (nos. 5 and 6) on the west .a.f the
hill. The tank fired on one box when it was mmmd'auh,bym shot from
an enemy weapon. (See account on tanks and IDis). ;

=
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The two mpaniaa then got the hill reorganized. (The first plat of B
Co was still in pillboxes nos. 15, 16, and 17). About 1400 the heaviest mortar
and mortar and artillery barrage yet, was thrown at the hill by the enemy,
All the baiaas were brm:.ght‘ under ﬁﬁ& trajectory fire and the men in fox-
holes around them suffered heavy casualties,

Immediately after the barrage, one or two enemy tanks and %wo companies
- of infantry attacked the hill (see sketch), They succesded in capturing pill
box no. 3 (all the B Co men around the box were either killed or wounded), The
attack was stopped Hith the help of friendly artillery, Shortly afterwarda K
Co retook the qu capturing 17 or 18 prisoners.

Both companies had suffered heavy casualties and that night at dark
the last platoon of B Co was moved into the line,

The 20th Oct 1 Co was ordered to relieve K, K uﬁ B-Gampani&u were sepa~
rated and organized. L Co occupled pillbexs S |

- B oE
- 1@ ;-._!F'.ﬁi-;'

ﬁ% § 'S5 and the high ground to

the north and northeast, B mie& ‘the balance of the boxes.

On the 21st Oct Companies A and B were ordered to change places, B (o
moved what was left of the 2d and 24 platoons back to HAAREN (vhere mplacemrrha
were waiting) during dayliglt. One plat of A Co going into their positions.

The 2d plat of B Co becams the suprort platonn, and went into polstion in the
cellarf of the house, vicinity ( 872457) The 3d plat remained in HAAREN all day
and axd then relieved another platoon of A Co, going inte position arourd
pillboxes 39 and 40. The latter then relieved the 1st platoon of B Co, who
moved back to HAAREN got replacements and relieved the last platoon of 4 Ce,
going int.a position around pillbox 4/ and the ground east of ity and cutting the
road from HAAREN to zu WEIDEN., The relief was conipleted by G400 the 224 Oct,
By this time the city of AACHEN had fallen and no further serious attempts
Lo penetrate the positions of the 18th or 16th Inf Regts were made by the enemy,
- 18 -
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connection with this account:
' Maj, Henry V. Middleworth

Capt. Jegaa Re Miller
1st Lt, ¥m, E, Tolbert
Ca.pt & Bowers
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1st Lt. Randolph F, Paulsen
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EXPERIENCES OF TWO AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR
| - HELD IN AACHEN, GERMANY 5:l£#ﬁ*[ ;4f

(The following is the story told by two American soldiers, S¥Sgt
Ewart M. Padegett and PFC James B. Haswell, of Co "B", 238th Ener
Corbat Bn, who were held prisoners of war in AACHEN, GERMANY, for
four days, from 17 Oct to 21 Oct 1944 . . . from First US Army G-2
Periodic Report No. 154, 11 November, 194lL.)

At 0700, 17 Oct 1944, I (S/Set Padgett) was told by 1lst Set
Arthur A. Strauch that I was to take a combat patrol into the city
of AAGHEN with the mission of contacting the enemy, capture s pri-
gsoner, if possible, and then return. -

We -reported to tha#cnmpany'CP at 0930 and were briefed, gziven
the mission and the: route we were to take by the company commander.
However, we could not leave until we received clearance from our

Battaelion, eince a friendly artillery barrage was being laid on our
route.

At 1020 we departed with the patrol with PFC Haswell and I the
leading men. We moved very slowly and cautiously, observing very
carefully in order not to be ambushed and to avoid mines and booby
traps. We moved along the east dide of the RR track and by 1130 imms
we had reached the third underpass in the ddee of town. About 150
yards beyond# this point on our south side of\the track was an open
field that led the remaindér of sthe(distamce into AACHEN. At the point .
where this clearing began, there wes a small building on the opposite
side of the tracks with#a hedgerow leading to within 50 yards of the
first buildings in town. We crossed the railroad at the small buiiding
and then continued to follow the hedgerow to the cleatring. There were
g8 number of buildines about 150 yards to the left of the clearing .
which all seemed to be deserted at the time, so we proceeded across
the opening to the first building. As we approached the first buildinge,
and the first men behind us entered the clearing, we were fired upon
by rifle fire coming from the adjacent building. We took cover behind
the building and signalled to Pvt Ando, the next man behind us, to go -
back; at this time the Jerries opened up-with a witherine cross-fire
of lieht machine guns. '

. We started back acposs the opening, taking what cover possible
behind the few trees and logs avallable. We reached the last log and
started to make a dash across the opening about 20 yards sway to take
cover in the shallow ditch and hedgerow where Pvit Ando was%waiting us .
As we started across this clearing, machine guns opened up'again and
& line of tracers passed by from our head to the ground level, so we
again dived behind the log we had just left. -

I shouted to Pvt Ando end told him to take the remainder of the
men and get the hell out of there before the Jerries started combing
the hedgerow with machine cun fire. We inmediately started returnine
the fire in osder to draw the fire of the machine guns so thst the

rest of the men could withdraw successfully.

There were two machine guns -in the building to our front, one 1in
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